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"America" was then sung by the au- 
dience, and a stanza was added which was 
written for the occasion by Mr. Rice. The 
words appeared on a large banner over 
the stage, and were as follows: 

May all the books we know 

Kindle a sacred glow, 

Lit by our hand; 

Let Wisdom's holy fame 

Blazoned in Freedom's name 

Our libraries proclaim 

Throughout the land. 

On Monday evening, July 4, W. R. 
Reinick, of the Philadelphia free library, 
gave a talk on "Insects destructive to 



books." The lecture was illustrated by 
numerous lantern slides. 



THIRD GENERAL SESSION 

(Tuesday morning, July 5, 1910.) 

The third general session was called to 
order at 9:30 o'clock by President N. D. C. 
Hodges, and the Association at once 
passed to the consideration of reports 
from committees. As the reports had been 
printed and distributed, they were not 
read at the session, but were submitted 
for action. 



REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE CARNEGIE AND ENDOWMENT FUND 

To the President and Membebs of the 

Amebican Libbabt Association, 
Gentlemen : 

The Trustees of the Carnegie and Endowment Fund, in presenting their annual 
report, are pleased to say that the interest on all bonds has been paid up to date. 

JJuring the year fifteen thousand dollars of the Missouri Pacific 6's were called in 
and fifteen thousand dollars United States Steel Bonds were purchased in their place. 
And, in addition, fifteen hundred dollars of United States Steel Bonds were purchased 
from moneys on deposit in the Union Trust Company. 

The Trustees were not able to exchange any of the bonds profitably for those 
bearing a higher rate of interest owing to the condition of the market. They still hope 
the time is not far distant when they can make this change to the advantage of the 
Association. 

Annexed please find a detailed statement of all our transactions in both funds cov- 
ering the period from January 15, 1909, to January 15, 1910. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. C. KIMBALL, 
W. T. PORTER, 
WM. W. APPLETON, 
Trustees A. L. A. Endowment Fund. 



CARNEGIE FUND, PRINCIPAL ACCOUNT 

Cash donated by Mr. Andrew Carnegie $100,000.00 

Invested as follows: 

June 1, 1908 5,000 4% Am. Tel. & Tel. Bonds 96% $4,825.00 

June 1, 1908 10,000 4% Am. Tel. & Tel. Bonds 94% 9 437 50 

June 1, 1908 15,000 4% Cleveland Terminal 100 15 000 00 

June 1, 1908 10,000 4% Seaboard Air Line 95% 9'55000 

June 1, 1908 15,000 3%% N. Y. Cent. (Lake Shore Col.).. 90 13,500.00 

June 1, 1908 15,000 5% Western Un. Tel 108% 15 000 00 

June 1, 1909 15,000 5% Mo. Pacific 1047= 15 000 00 

May 3, 1909 15,000 U. S. Steel 104 1500000 

Aug. 6, 1909 1,500 U. S. Steel .'i 6% 1,500.'00 $98,812.50 

101,500 ' 

Dime Savings Institution $841.67 

Union Trust 345.83 1,187.50 



$100,000.00 
In addition to the above we have on hand at the Union Trust Company $150.00, 
profit on the sale of the Missouri Pacific Bonds, which we have carried to a special sur- 
plus account. 
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CARNEGIE FUND, INCOME ACCOUNT 

Cash on hand, Jan. 15, 1909 $1,165.63 

Jan. 25, 1909, Int. N. Y. Central 262.50 

Jan. 25, 1909, Int. Missouri Pacific 450.00 

March 11, 1909, Int. Missouri Pacific 375.00 

March 13, 1909, Int. Seaboard Air Line 200.00 

May 1, 1909, Int. Cleveland Terminal 300.00 

May 3, 1909, Int. Missouri Pacific (Bonds Paid) 232.53 

July 1, 1909, Int. Union Trust Co 52.71 

July 1, 1909, Int. Am. T. & T. Co 300.00 

July 1, 1909, Int. Western Un. Tel. Co 375.00 

Aug. 5, 1909, Int. New York Central 262.00 

Aug. 5, 1909, Int. Missouri Pacific 375.00 

Sept. 2, 1909, Int. Seaboard Air Line 200.00 

Nov. 3, 1909, Int. U. S. Steel 412.50 

Nov. 4, 1909, Int. Cleveland Terminal 300.00 

Jan. 3, 1910, Int. Am. Tel. & Tel. Co 300.00 

Jan. 3, 1910, Int. Western Union Tel. Co 375.00 

Jan. 15, 1910, Int. Dime Savings Institution 14.69 

Jan. 15, 1910, Int. Union Trust Co 55.30 

Jan. 15, 1910, Int. Dime Savings Institution 19.29 

$6,027.65 
Disbursements 

April 30, 1909, Stationery $ 4.00 

May 3, 1909, Premium 15 Steel 5's 600.00 

May 3, 1909, Accrued Interest Steel 23.62 

Aug. 6, 1909, Premium 1% Steel 5's 103.13 

Aug. 6, 1909, Accrued Interest Steel 5's 19.79 

Aug. 6, 1909, Commission Steel 5's 1.88 

Nov. 4, 1909, Rent Safe Deposit Co 30.00 

Dec. 6, 1909, P. B. Wright, Treasurer 3,000.00 

Jan. 1, 1910, Cash on hand 2,245.23 $6,027.65 

ENDOWMENT FUND, PRINCIPAL ACCOUNT 

On hand January 15, 1909 $6,961.84 

Invested as follows: 

June 1, 1908, 2 U. S. Steel Bonds 98% $1,970.00 

Oct. 19, 1908, 2 U. S. Steel Bonds 102% 2,000.00 

Nov. 5, 1908, 1% U. S. Steel Bonds 101 1,500.00 

Jan. 15, 1910, Dime Savings Institution 1,491.84 $6,961.84 

ENDOWMENT FUND, INCOME ACCOUNT 

May 1, 1909, Int. U. S. Steel $137.50 

Aug. 5, 1909, Int. Dime Savings Institution 27.10 

Nov. 3, 1909, Int. U. S. Steel 137.50 

Jan. 15, 1900, Int. Dime Savings Bank 29.82 

$331.92 
Disbursed as follows: 

Aug. 6, 1909, P. B. Wright, Treasurer $134.60 

Aug. 6, 1909, P. B. Wright, Treasurer 30.00 

Jan. 15, 1910, Cash on hand 167.32 $331.92 

Aug. 5, 1909, Int. Dime Savings Institution 27.10 
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The PRESIDENT : If no discussion is 
desired, and there Is no opposing voice, 
the report will be received and placed on 
file. 

REPORT OF THE A. L. A. PUBLISHING 
BOARD 
For the year which comes to a close at 
this time the Publishing board herewith 
submits the usual financial statement and 
summary of new publications undertaken 
or in contemplation. Jointly with the gen- 
eral offices of the American library asso- 
ciation, the headquarters of the Board 
were removed in September last from the 
quarters occupied for several years at 34 
Newbury Street, Boston, to commodious 
and pleasantly equipped rooms in the Chi- 
cago public library building. Incident to 
removal, much reorganization of business 
machinery and readjustment of office ar- 
rangements became necessary. This un- 
avoidably occupied the time and thought of 
the Secretary and his assistants to such 
an extent as to render inadvisable, for the 
time being, any considerable undertakings 
along new lines. It has, therefore, been a 
year of rearrangement and preparation. 
The new publications, while not ambitious 
as to scope, have proven exceedingly use- 
ful, and have met real needs. 

A. L. A. "BOOKLIST" 

Realizing the great value of the "Book- 
list" to libraries, the Publishing board has 
continued the policy of promoting its use- 
fulness in every way. Assurances of ap- 
preciation have come from librarians in 
all sections of this country and Canada. 
In letters which have been received li- 
brarians of the smaller libraries especially 
have emphasized the importance of the 
"Booklist" to them. This is shown further 
in the fact that nearly 80 per cent, of the 
entire edition has been distributed to li- 
braries through the state library commis- 
sions. 

Miss Elva L. Bascom has continued as 
editor of the "Booklist" during the year, and 
she has had Mrs. Julia S. Harron as her 
assistant. 



Since the last report was submitted the 
Publishing board has decided that sub- 
scription books are eligible for inclusion 
in the "Booklist" and Supplement to the A. 
L. A. catalog; to reduce the subscription 
price of the "Booklist" press proofs to one 
dollar; and to enter public documents and 
new editions in alternate months, and sec- 
tions separate from the general list. 

Following a consideration of the question 
as to the best time for issuing the Author 
and title index to the "Booklist," circular 
letters were sent to the library commis- 
sions asking for opinions. The commis- 
sions were asked also as to the expediency 
of issuing separately a six months' index 
to the "Booklist" at a cost not to exceed ten 
cents a copy. Replies were received from 
twenty commissions. Of these eight 
favored June as the time for issuing the 
annual index, four favored December, 
and six had no preference. In regard to 
issuing separately a six months' index at 
a cost of not more than ten cents a copy, 
eight library commissions favored such an 
index, eight were opposed to it under the 
conditions named, and three failed to reply. 

At the present time 4,332 copies of the 
Booklist are distributed monthly to sub- 
scribers, of which 65 copies are of the 
press proof printed on one side only for 
clipping and mounting purposes. 

The following interesting extract is taken 
from a comprehensive report covering her 
work submitted by Miss Elva Bascom, edi- 
tor of the A. L. A. "Booklist": 

Book Selection 

"The character of the assistance received 
from the University of Wisconsin faculty, 
individual readers and library workers has 
changed but slightly. Owing to the ab- 
sence of some professors, either abroad or 
as lecturers elsewhere, a few subjects have 
had comparatively little comment, but in 
other subjects the assistance has been very 
generous and valuable; this is especially 
true of the economics, education, and Eng- 
lish departments. A considerably larger 
number of books than last year has had 
the benefit of critical examination. The 
greatest addition to the assistance from 
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libraries has been the Cincinnati and St. 
Louis public libraries, from which have 
come a large body of notes and comments, 
largely the result of the staff's reading. 
From St. Louis, however, have come also 
copies of the notes furnished that library 
by the faculty of Washington university. 

"In the selection and annotation of tech- 
nical literature, besides the assistance of 
the university faculty the Booklist has had 
again this year the benefit of the active co- 
operation of Mr. McClelland, technology 
librarian of the Carnegie library of Pitts- 
burgh, and Mr. Stevens, librarian of Pratt 
institute free library. The members of 
the Middle West section, League of library 
commissions, at the January meeting re- 
quested the inclusion of technical litera- 
ture along more special lines than have 
heretofore been considered. An attempt 
has been made to meet this demand, but 
the selection of books on very specialized 
industries is a difficult task, requiring con- 
siderable correspondence for each subject. 
It is a question how far this work can be 
carried to advantage in consideration of 
the comparatively small number of libra- 
ries that will profit from it and the amount 
of work now in preparation that will be of 
a more widely useful character. 

"In accordance with the decision of the 
Publising board at the September meeting, 
new editions and government documents 
have been listed alternately and in sep- 
arate sections. In the selection and an- 
notation of the latter the editor has been 
much indebted to Mr. A. C. Tilton, who has 
charge of the public documents department 
in the Wisconsin state historical library. 

"As the result of consultation with many 
of the leading children's librarians, the 
decision was made to hold all children's 
books three months after publication, this 
giving time for more thorough examination 
and also for testing them by actual use 
in children's rooms. In consequence the 
assistance received has been greatly in- 
creased in extent and value. 

"Relations with publishers are on a 
much more satisfactory basis than they 
were a year ago. Not only has the list of 
those sending books been appreciably in- 



creased, but as the result of considerable 
correspondence and personal conversation 
with representatives, the publishers as a 
whole have a clearer idea of what the 
'Booklist' stands for, and this has invaria- 
bly meant a more prompt, generous, and in- 
telligent co-operation." 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Since the last report of the Board new 
publications have appeared as follows: 

"Selected list of Swedish books recom- 
mended for public libraries." The list was 
compiled by Miss Valfrid Palmgren of the 
Royal library, Stockholm, Sweden, and it 
has been especially useful to libraries of 
the north central states where there is a 
large Scandinavian population. 

"Selected list of music and books about 
music for public libraries," by Louisa M. 
Hooper, librarian of the public library, 
Brookline, Mass. The list is of service 
in the problem of how best to start a music 
collection in a public circulating library. 

"Binding for small libraries," suggestions 
prepared by, the A. L. A. Committee on 
bookbinding. 

"Mending and repair of books," compiled 
by Margaret Wright Brown of the Iowa 
library commission; a handbook, the pur- 
poses of which are to give practical aid 
and guidance to librarians who are entirely 
inexperienced in the work of mending and 
repair of books and whose knowledge must 
be gained through self-instruction. 

"U. S. government documents in small 
libraries," by James I. Wyer, Jr. Definite 
suggestions as to the acquisition, arrange- 
ment, cataloging, and use of government 
documents in the small library. 

REPRINTS 

During the last year the second edition, 
revised, of the "List of subject headings 
for use in dictionary catalogs" was re- 
printed, as were Tract No. 10, "Why do 
we need a public library?" and Handbook 
No. 2, "Cataloging for small libraries." 
Handbook No. 1, "Essentials for library 
administration," and Tract No. 10 are in 
press at present for reprinting. 
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ADVERTISING 

During the last year notices of publica- 
tions have appeared regularly in five 
periodicals, exhibits of publications were 
sent to four state library associations, to 
two foreign countries, and nearly 1,000 
copies of printed lists of publications were 
distributed. 



FUTURE PUBLICATIONS 
A. L. A. Catalog Supplement 
The month-to-month demands of the 
Booklist and periodical card work, and the 
preparation of the Subject index which 
required the use of the "Booklist" entries 
(mounted on cards) that had been prepared 
for the supplement, have delayed the prog- 
ress in the compilation of the A. L. A. 
Catalog supplement. A tentative selec- 
tion of titles in several classes has been 
made, however, and considerable material 
accumulated, so that when the completion 
of the Subject index releases the "Booklist" 
material, work on the Supplement will ad- 
vance more rapidly. 

Simplified Code of the A. L. A. Catalog 
Rules 
Following the death of Miss Kroeger, 
Miss Theresa Hitchler was appointed 
Chairman of the Committee having this 
work in charge. Those assisting Miss 
Hitchler are Miss Emma Cragin, head cat- 
aloger of the Circulation department of 
the New York public library, and Miss 
Margaret Mann, cataloger of the Carnegie 
library, Pittsburgh, Pa. The Committee 
hopes to present a completed work at the 
next meeting of the A. D. A., if not before. 
The aim is to compile a code, simple in 
language and clear in direction, so that 
librarians, with or without training, and 
without fear of technically worded direc- 
tions, may find the assistance needed in 
cataloging. 



Subject Index 
The decision to extend the scope of the 
index in order to finish v. 6, ending with 
June, 1910, has postponed its publication. 
Copy is now completed and will be ready 
to send out by August 1. 

Revised List of Subject Headings 
Miss Mary J. Briggs of the Buffalo pub- 
lic library has been appointed editor-in- 
charge of the third edition of Subject head- 
ings. Much material for the new edition 
had been gathered by Miss Crawford 
through visits to libraries, correspondence, 
and interviews. At first the work of the 
new editor was largely a process of selec- 
tion and elimination, but constructive 
work has now begun and the Board hopes 
soon to be able to report substantial prog- 
ress. 

Periodical Cards 
Attention has been given by the Board 
to important questions regarding the cards 
for publications in series. It is believed 
that the entire matter should be recon- 
sidered in its various phases, and the 
questions involved will be considered by 
the Board at an early date. 

A. L. A. Manual of Library Economy 

Material for the Manual is being sub- 
mitted to the editors, and progress is being 
made. The editors report that consider- 
able revisory work will be necessary to 
secure some uniformity in the Manual. 

The authors of the general chapters, 
with the exception of four unassigned, are: 
F. F. Hopper, Miss L. A. Eastman, W. S. 
Biscoe, Mrs. S. C. Fairchild, Dr. E. C. Rich- 
ardson, Miss Abby Sargent, Henry E. 
Legler, Mrs. Emma Neisser Delphino, J. I. 
Wyer, Jr., F. P. Hill, Dr. H. Putnam, D. C. 
Brown, Miss J. E. Elliott, Miss I. E. Lord, 
Miss Josephine A. Rathbone, Miss Edith 
Tobitt, Miss M. W. Plummer, A. E. Bost- 
wick, W. D. Johnston, Miss Frances J. 01- 
cott, W. F. Yust, W. R. Eastman, A. L. 
Bailey, C. K. Bolton. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
Cash Receipts June 1, 1909, to May 31, 1910 

Balance June 1, 1909 $2,797.46 

Trustees of Endowment fund 5,245.23 

♦Sales of publications 

Accounts receivable $4,902.91 

Cash sales 1,770.03 6,672.94 

Interest on bank deposity 47.24 

Sundries 251.64 $15,014.51 

Payments June 1, 1909, to May 31, 1910 
Cost of publications: 

A. L. A. Booklist $1,774.59 

A. L. A. Booklist subject index 17.15 

Cataloging for small libraries, Handbook 1, Reprint.. 76.50 

Kroeger guide 185.35 

Music 189.10 

Subject headings, Reprint 390.76 

Swedish list 92.50 $2,725.95 

♦♦Periodical cards 1,622,40 

Addressograph machine and plates 184.49 

Typewriter 55.00 

Advertising 246.00 

Postage and express 313.91 

Rent 325.00 

Travel 293.12 

Salaries 3,722.75 

Expense at Boston headquarters, July-August 83.33 

Moving expense 266.67 

Expense at Chicago headquarters, September-May 1,125.00 

Sundries 685.51 

Cash on hand May 31, 1910 3,365.38 $15,014.51 

SALES OF A. L. A. PUBLISHING BOARD PUBLICATIONS 
June 1, 1909, to May 31, 1910 

A. L. A. Booklist, regular subscriptions 990 $990.00 

Bulk subscriptions paid 834.00 

Press proofs 65.00 

Extra copies 247 36.59 



Handbook 1, Essentials in library administration 525 57.45 

Handbook 2, Cataloging for small libraries 610 55.42 

Handbook 3, Management of traveling libraries 153 12.87 

Handbook 4, Aids in book selection 279 39.79 

Handbook 5, Binding for small libraries 507 55.38 

Handbook 6, Mending and repair of books 296 24.38 

Tract 2, How to start a library 444 11.85 

Tract 3, Traveling libraries 8 .40 

Tract 4, Library rooms and buildings 280 8.24 

Tract 5, Notes from the art section of a library 224 5.20 

Tract 6, Essentials in library administration 18 2.68 

Tract 7, Cataloging for small libraries 39 5.70 

Tract 8, Village library 235 4.70 

Tract 9, Library school training 236 8.63 

Tract 10, Why do we need a public library? 932 24.95 



$1,925.59 



245.29 



72.35 



♦Exclusive of $1,130.33 sales of periodical cards, July, 1909, to April, 1910, bills for which 
were sent out too late for payment. 
♦♦Payment for periodical cards, $1,622.40 covers bills of October, 1908, to February, 1910. 
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Foreign booklists, French 77 18.85 

Foreign booklists, French Action 21 1.05 

Foreign booklists, German 62 30.20 

Foreign booklists, Hungarian 40 5.83 

Foreign booklists, Norwegian and Danish 47 11.42 

Foreign booklists, Swedish 159 39.19 

106.54 

Reprints, etc. Arbor day list 16 .80 

Reprints, etc. Bird books 7 .70 

Reprints, etc. Books and life 1 .05 

Reprints, etc. Christmas bulletin 6 .35 

Reprints, etc. Industrial art books 4 .20 

Reprints, etc. Library administration 8 .40 

Reprints, etc. Library buildings 66 5.08 

Reprints, etc. National library problem to-day 2 .10 

Reprints, etc. Political economy books 2 .10 

Reprints, etc. Question of library training 2 .10 

Reprints, etc. Rational library work with children 39 1.95 

Reprints, etc. Traveling libraries 3 .15 

9.98 

Periodical cards, Subscription 609.15 

Periodical cards, Facsimiles of early tests 6 16.74 

Periodical cards, Old South leaflets 182 v. 82.36 

Periodical cards, Reed's modern eloquence 8 40.00 

Periodical cards, Smithsonian reports 20.48 

768.73 

A. L. A. Index to general literature 24 214.08 

Books for boys and girls 65 9.66 

Catalog rules 481 297.97 

Children's reading 158 40.51 

Girls and women and their clubs 21 5.17 

Kroeger, guide to reference books 610 807.73 

Lamed, Literature of American history 30 148.05 

Lamed, Literature of American history, Supplement 60 58.73 

Music list 264 64.57 

Reading for the young 21 16.50 

Reading for the young, Supplement 7 1.71 

Small library buildings 189 231.85 

Subject headings 320 638.09 

Total $5,663.10 

HENRY E. LEGLER, 

Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT : Is there any discus- In behalf of the Committee the Chairman 
sion? If not, the report will stand accepted, has audited the accounts of the Treasurer 
The next report in order will be the report for the year 1909, and has found that the 
of the Finance committee, which will be printed report truly exhibits the receipts 
presented by Mr. C. W. Andrews. and expenditures of the year; that all ex- 

penditures are covered by duly approved 



REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 



and receipted vouchers or bills; and that 
the balance, as stated, agrees with the sum 
To the American library association, shown by the Treasurer's bank books and 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: transferred to his successor. 
The Finance .committee respectfully re- He has also examined the accounts of 
port that they have estimated the total the Treasurer as Treasurer of the Publish- 
income of the Association for 1910 at ing board for the period from October 9, 
$7,820, and have approved the appropria- 1909, when these accounts begin, to De- 
tions recommended by the Executive board cember 31, 1909, and has found that the 
to that amount. receipts and expenditures are correctly 
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entered, that all expenditures except three, 
amounting In all to $5.05, are covered by 
duly approved and receiped vouchers; and 
that the balances stated to have been re- 
ceived from the preceding and transferred 
to the succeeding treasurer agree 'with 
their accounts. 

The accounts of the Trustees of the 
Endowment fund were not submitted to 
the Committee in time for the audit re- 
quired by the Constitution. As the veri- 
fication of the securities is the principal 
item in this audit, the Committee suggest 
that the Executive board appoint a mem- 
ber of the Finance committee who can 
visit easily the place of deposit and re- 
quest the Trustees to submit their report 
at the beginning of the year. 

They further report that they have 
adopted a plan by which the Secretary will 
act as Assistant Treasurer, will pay all 
current expenses, and will be reimbursed 
monthly by the Treasurer upon submitting 
an audited account accompanied by duly 
approved and receipted vouchers. This 
procedure will make it possible for the 
Association to secure the services, as cus- 
todians of its funds, of members who could 
not afford to give the time required by the 
old method. At the same time, it enables 
the Finance committee, with little addi- 
tional work, to make sure that the expendi- 
tures of the Association are kept within 
its income. In order to avoid the difficul- 
ties met in securing the return of vouchers, 
especially those for small amounts, the 
Assistant Treasurer, with the approval of 
the Committee, has adopted a form of com- 
bined voucher and check. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CLEMENT W. ANDREWS, 

Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT: You have heard the 
report of the Finance committee. What 
is your pleasure? 

Mr. SMALL: I move the report of the 
Finance committee be accepted. 

Seconded and adopted. 

The PRESIDENT: The next is the re- 
port of the Committee on co-operation 



with the National education association. 
I believe the Chairman is not present. Is 
there any member of the Committee here? 
If not, as this report has been printed, 
and there is no objection, it will stand 
accepted. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CO- 
OPERATION WITH THE NATIONAL 
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 

The Committee of the American library 
association on co-operation with the Na- 
tional education association, begs to report 
as follows: — 

This Committee has added to its mem- 
bership, Miss Mary E. Robbins of the 
Department of library science, Simmons 
College, Boston, Mass. Miss Robbins, on 
behalf of the American library associa- 
tion, and with the help of the students of 
the Department of library science, has in 
preparation an exhibition of library meth- 
ods and materials of especial interest to 
teachers, to be placed on view in the Bos- 
ton public library during the week of the 
National education association's 1910 con- 
vention. Miss Robbins has also been made 
a member of the Local committee of the 
Library section of the N. E. A., and is 
working with that Committee. At this 
date it is impossible to give a better report 
of this exhibition, but it is believed that it 
will be one of real value, not only to the 
teachers who attend the convention, but 
through a printed catalog, to the libraries 
of the country. 

This Committee has made diligent ef- 
forts to obtain a speaker to represent the 
N. E. A. at the American library associa- 
tion convention. Owing to conflicting dates 
it was impossible to obtain such speakers. 
This Committee desires therefore to call 
attention again to the difficulty of any real 
co-operation, and especially to the diffi- 
culty of obtaining representatives from 
each great Association when they meet at 
the same time, and usually not less than a 
thousand miles apart. 

EDWIN WHITE GAILLARD, 

Chairman. 
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The PRESIDENT: We come to the 
report of the Committee on library train- 
ing. 

Mr. ROOT: The report of the Commit- 
tee on library training is in print, Mr. 
President, and there are no recommenda- 
tions. We therefore submit it as printed. 

The PRESIDENT: Is there any discus- 
sion? If not, the report will stand ac- 
cepted. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LI- 
BRARY TRAINING 

At the beginning of the year, Miss Mary 
W. Plummer, who had for several years 
held the chairmanship of the Committee, 
declined to continue longer in that posi- 
tion, although consenting to remain a 
member of the Committee. Only those who 
have been connected with the Committee, 
and have taken the pains to compare the 
work which has been done under Miss 
Plummer's leadership with the work done 
in earlier years, can realize how much her 
leadership has accomplished in promoting 
the interests of library training. 

The chief action on the part of the Com- 
mittee during the present year has been to 
recommend to the Council of the Ameri- 
can library association that an appropria- 
tion of $500.00 be made to make possible 
the examination of such schools as desire 
an examination by the Committee. The 
report submitted to the Executive commit- 
tee of the American library association 
was as follows: 

"For some years past, members of the 
American library association have re- 
peatedly called the attention of the Com- 
mittee on library training to the fact that 
on account of the rapid increase of schools 
and other agencies for library training, an 
examination of such places of study by the 
Committee would be of great value. 

"It has seemed to the Committee that in 
this matter merely ex parte statements 
from the schools themselves or from 
others ought not to be accepted, but that 
any expression of opinion on the part of 
the Committee on library training should 
be made only after careful examination, by 



competent examiners, of the existing facil- 
ities for library training. It is the judg- 
ment of the Committee that the present 
situation calls for a very careful examina- 
tion of the present opportunities for library 
training. The Committee therefore desires, 
during the coming season, to give to all 
such places of training an opportunity to 
be examined. Such examinations would be 
conducted by at least two thoroughly 
trained persons selected by the Committee 
on library training, the same examiners 
to inspect all the schools desiring it. Only 
such schools as wish to be examined will 
be visited. 

"If the school should accept the oppor- 
tunity of examination offered by the Com- 
mittee, it will, of course, be necessary to 
pay the expenses of the examiners. There- 
fore, before entering upon this work, this 
outline of the plans of the Committee is 
presented to the Council of the American 
library association, with the request that 
if the plans of the Committee commend 
themselves to the Council an appropriation 
of $500.00, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, be made to pay the expenses of 
such an examination." 

This report was submitted by the Exec- 
utive council to the American library 
association council, which, after discus- 
sion of the matter, expressed itself as fav- 
orable to the action proposed. Up to the 
date of writing, however, no action has 
been taken by the Executive committee. 
Until such action, it is impossible for the 
Committee to act in any way with refer- 
ence to examinations. 

The most noticeable change among the 
schools during the year has been the ter- 
mination, by sudden death, of Miss Alice B. 
Kroeger's directorship of the library school 
connected with the Drexel Institute. Miss 
Kroeger's fine personality, her enthusiastic 
leadership, and her success as a teacher, 
had all combined to give marked success 
to the school over which she had charge, 
and to make her a strong force within the 
ranks of the American library association. 
The Committee cannot record this termina- 
tion of a very successful directorship with- 
out expressing its own profound regret at 
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the close, so early In life, of a most effi- 
cient and beautiful career. 

An excellent example of the quiet way 
in which members of the Committee are 
able to accomplish work of importance 
has occurred during the present year. A 
certain woman's college in the Central 
West contemplated the establishment of 
a library science course in order to enable 
college girls to specialize in library science 
and save one year in a two years' library 
course. Upon consultation with a mem- 
ber of the Committee, the difficulties of 
such a procedure were pointed out and the 
suggestion made that it was far more im- 
portant that more extended study In his- 
tory, literature, general information, and a 
working knowledge of French and German 
be obtained, as well as of bibliography. 
As a result, the idea of establishing a li- 
brary course was wisely given up, and 
instead, a course in library methods intro- 
duced which will enable a student to use 
the resources of the college library to the 
best advantage and get that acquaintance 
with books and with modern library meth- 
ods which will enable him to use any 
library with ease and confidence. This 
example is cited to show how the Commit- 
tee is able from time to time to give such 
advice as will prevent the unnecessary 
duplication of library schools and at the 
same time increase the acquaintance of 
the general public with library methods. 

The schools for instruction in library 
training which have come under the at- 
tention of the Committee for the first time 
during the present year are the following: 

The James Milliken University of De- 
catur, Illinois, offers courses in library 
science. The purpose of the courses of- 
fered, as stated in the catalog of the 
university, are as follows: (1) to bring the 
principles of library economy before the 
general student in such a way as to enable 
him to use with advantage any properly 
arranged library and to assist him in 
selecting and managing his own library, 
and (2) to train librarians. The course 
extends through four years and leads to 
the degree of B. S. with L. S. Only a 
portion of this work has to do with library 



science, the greater part being occupied 
with regular college work in mathematics, 
the classic and modern languages, history, 
the sciences, philosophy, etc. In the 
Freshman year one hour each week is 
devoted to library science courses; in the 
Sophomore year one and two hours per 
week during the two semesters; in the 
Junior year four hours per week; and in 
the Senior year three and one hours per 
week in the two semesters. The aggre- 
gate amount of strictly library science pos- 
sible under the course seems to be equal 
to about one-half of a full year's work. 
The courses covered are History of li- 
braries, Bookmaking, Bibliography, Selec- 
tion of books, Elementary library econo- 
my, Elementary apprentice work, ele- 
mentary reference, and Advanced appren- 
tice work. All the instruction in these 
special library courses appears to be given 
by one instructor, the librarian of the uni- 
versity. 

Columbia University offers three courses 
in library economy during the summer 
session. "These courses offer to librarians 
and teacher-supervisors of school libraries 
opportunity to add six weeks of system- 
atic instruction to library experience. It 
is not a substitute for the one or two 
years' training of the library schools. 
Courses S2 and S3 are restricted to libra- 
rians and teacher-supervisors of school li- 
braries. Course SI deals with Bibliog- 
raphy; Course S2 with Book-selection and 
Book-buying, and Course S3 with Catalog- 
ing and Classification." Several instruc- 
tors give lectures in each course. 

Other plans for instruction in library 
science have been reported to the Commit- 
tee, but consideration is deferred until de- 
tailed statements are published. 

AZARIAH S. ROOT, 

Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT: Is there any dis- 
cussion? If not, the report will stand 
accepted. 

The PRESIDENT: We now come to 
the Committee on international relations, 
of which Dr. Richardson is Chairman. Is 
there any member of that Committee pres- 
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ent? If not, as the report contains no 
recommendation, if there is no objection, 
it will stand accepted. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

The matter of taking part in the Inter- 
national bibliographical and library con- 
gresses, to be held at Brussels in August, 
has been conducted by another committee. 

A new enterprise in international co-op- 
eration is the proposed International bib- 
liography of British history. British and 
American committees have been formed, 
Professor Cheyney of the University of 
Pennsylvania being Chairman of the 
American committee. Professor Prothero 
of the English committee, in conference 
with the American committee, has worked 
out an editorial plan and the matter will 
be pushed fpr the Tudor and Stuart 
periods as soon as the report is approved 
by the English committee. 

In view of the publication of printed 
catalog cards of current accessions by 
the Berlin Royal library, it has been sug- 
gested to this Committee that some ar- 
rangement by which a set of cards could 
be furnished with each copy of current 
German books furnished to American li- 
baries, is a desideratum. This does not 
seem to call for any action by the Asso- 
ciation beyond publication in this report, 
Which will doubtless be called to the at- 
tention of the German booksellers by the 
new Committee. 

E. C. RICHARDSON, 

Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT: The Committee on 
book buying? Dr. Steiner is not here. Is 
any member of the Committee present? 
That report, containing no recommenda- 
tions, can follow the same course if there 
is no objection, and stand accepted. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
BOOK BUYING 

Your Committee on book buying re- 
spectfully states that its activity has been 



shown in the reports printed in the vari- 
ous numbers of the American library as- 
sociation "Bulletin" througnout the year. 
We take great pleasure in noting the in- 
creased importance which booksellers and 
publishers are recognizing in library or- 
ders for books. Special library editions 
are being published of certain new books, 
and of "Everyman's library," and the cir- 
culars which all libraries are receiving 
from publishers show the conviction on 
their part that the libraries are good cus- 
tomers: A number of firms are either 
binding books from the sheets in an es- 
pecially strong binding, or are rebinding 
books with special reference to library 
work. While in general the use of such 
special bindings must be warmly com- 
mended, the use which is expected from 
the books must always be considered. 
There are many books so used in public 
library work that they become so soiled 
that they must be discarded before full 
wear of these bindings can be realized. 
The publishers' bindings on many of the 
books used in children's work are strong 
enough, or may be made so by simple 
methods of reinforcement. This is true, as 
well, to a certain degree, of many books of 
Action, or books which are purchased for 
ephemeral use, such as duplicates of new 
books, etc. On the other hand, it is wise 
to get strong bindings which outlast the 
paper in purchasing those books for which 
there is a steady demand for long periods, 
or which are to be used by borrowers who 
use the books properly or in branches used 
by the borrowers living in the more clean- 
ly parts of the city. 

We are also pleased to see the issue of 
selected lists of books in various classes 
of subjects issued by H. W. Wilson & Co. 
as commercial enterprises, inasmuch as 
these also prove that the library is an im- 
portant element in the field of the pur- 
chase of books. On the other hand, we 
have to regret that a number of good 
books and good editions recommended in 
the American library association catalog 
for 1904 have been allowed to go out 
of print. The many new books and many 
revisions made necessary because of the 
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rapid development of science and tech- 
nology, and new editions of older books 
to take the place of those out of print, 
together with the usual addition to all 
classes for so long a period, cause your 
Committee to believe that It is not too 
soon for the Association to take up the 
question of the issuing of a new edition 
of this catalog. The first edition ap- 
peared in 1893; the second in 1904. It 
would seem advisable to issue such a 
catalog once every decade, and it Is none 
too early to begin the consideration of 
preliminaries for the next one. 

BERNARD C. STEINBR, 

Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT: We come to the 
Committee on federal and state relations, 
of which Mr. Steiner again is Chairman. 
Is there any member of that Committee 
present? The report, in the absence of 
objection, can stand accepted. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FED- 
ERAL AND STATE RELATIONS 

Your Committee on federal and state 
relations respectfully reports that the work 
which it accomplished during the year has 
been printed in the American library asso- 
ciation "Bulletin," and that the brief which 
it submitted to the Post office department, 
in the early part of 1909 after revision, 
has been published in the "American law 
review" (Vol. 43, p. 536-46) under the title 
"Legal status of the public library in the 
United States." 

Your Committee recommends that the 
American library association request the 
extension of second-class mall privileges 
to all public libraries, whether separately 
incorporated or not. We also recommend 
that the Association take action with ref- 
erence to the matter of supporting a bill 
for a parcels post, or for special library 
rate for books. 

In April "Library journal" (Vol. 35, p. 
163) was given an abstract of several bills 
recently introduced into Congress upon 
these questions. The New England edu- 
cational league has for some years car- 



ried on an agitation for cheap postage on 
library books, and expresses a willingness 
to leave this field to our Association. For 
these reasons, the present seems a fitting 
time to take up these questions on behalf 
of our Association. 

BERNARD C. STEINER, 

Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT: The Committee on 
simplified code of the A. L. A. rules. Is 
Miss Hitchler present? She is not pres- 
ent at the convention, I believe. Then 
the report, in the absence of any objection, 
can stand accepted. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SIM- 
PLIFIED CODE OF THE A. L. A. 
RULES 

The matter still rests as it was left by 
Miss Kroeger. Her material has been 
turned over to the new Committee, which 
now consists of the Chairman, Miss 
Emma Cragin, Head cataloger of the 
Circulation department of the N. Y. P. L., 
and Miss Margaret Mann, Cataloger of 
the Carnegie library of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nothing has as yet been done, but the 
Committee hopes to present a completed 
work at the next meeting of the A. L. A., 
if not before. It is the aim of the Com- 
mittee to compile a code so simple In 
language and so clear in direction that 
librarians with or without training who 
are not able to attend any or many con- 
ferences of the A. L. A. or state asso- 
ciations, where such points are brought up 
and discussed, may turn to this Code, 
without fear of complicated or too tech- 
nically worded directions, and find the 
sought-for assistance. In fact, it is the 
opinion of the Committee that unless the 
Code is presented in so simple, so almost 
elementary a form, it will fail to accom- 
plish the purpose for which it is intended. 
If when first consulting such a code a li- 
brarian finds it incomprehensible she is 
apt to look upon it with dread and dis- 
favor, more apt never to consult It again. 
For those sufficiently experienced, the "A. 
L. A. Code" will serve as guide, and the 
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"Simplified code," to serve that class of li- 
brarians for whom it is primarily intended, 
must diverge widely in form and manner 
of presentation. 

THERESA HITCHLER, 

Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT: Will Mr. Bailey 
kindly present the report of the Committee 
on bookbinding? 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
BOOKBINDING 

Since the last report of the Committee 
on binding, there are many signs which 
indicate that the pressure exerted by the 
Committee on publishers during the past 
three years has had some effect. For the 
first time since 1906, when the Committee 
first advocated reinforced bindings for 
library use, it has made no direct effort 
to induce publishers to issue these bind- 
ings, and yet during the year several pub- 
lishers have themselves taken the initia- 
tive with the result that at the present 
time over 500 titles are now available in 
a strong library binding. When we con- 
sider that less than 40 titles have hitherto 
been available, the large increase is note- 
worthy. Over 450 titles are included in 
the "Everyman's library," issued by E. P. 
Dutton & Co. The entire library can be 
obtained in cloth, and 100 titles also in 
leather. The Committee believes that the 
plan of E. P. Dutton & Co. is one of far- 
reaching good to libraries, since it places 
the best literature of all times in an at- 
tractive and durable form within the reach 
of the smallest library. 

In addition to the volumes in "Every- 
man's library," there are available 20 
titles of Houghton, MifBin & Co.'s publica- 
tions, which must be purchased through 
H. R. Huntting & Co., of Springfield, 
Mass., and 20 titles of books published 
by Ginn & Co., which may be ordered 
through regular agents. Frederick Warne 
& Co. have seen the necessity of strength- 
ening the binding of the ever-popular 
"Peter Rabbit" books, and this series is 
now available in an exceptionally strong 



binding. They have also strengthened the 
binding of Lang's "Nursery rhyme 
book." With the exception of the Hough- 
ton books all of the above are kept in 
stock by the publishers and can be read- 
ily obtained at any time. Charles Scrib- 
ner's Sons have published library editions 
of selected titles of new fiction and ju- 
venile books as has been their custom for 
three years past. Little, Brown & Co. 
have published an edition of Dickens 
which seems to be very strongly bound, 
although not bound according to the spe- 
cifications of this Committee. 

Evidently special library bindings have 
come to stay, but the main difficulty — the 
unwillingness of publishers to carry them 
in stock — still exists in large measure. 
From the nature of the case we must 
expect to find such reluctance tot a long 
time to come, since it is impossible to 
guarantee even approximately the demand 
of libraries for either new or old titles. 
A middle man, who can solicit orders 
from the libraries and who would be will- 
ing to carry books in stock, must be found, 
or else the American library associa- 
tion itself must act in such capacity, be- 
fore reinforced bindings will have the full 
success that they deserve. The efforts of 
the past year, however, give much cause 
for encouragement. 

Although the Committee has made no 
direct effort to increase the number of 
titles in reinforced bindings, it has brought 
considerable pressure on publishers to in- 
crease the serviceability of their regular 
trade binding. This was done by means 
of sending to the publishers copies of 
that part of the Committee's report for 
1909 which contains statistics of the ser- 
viceability of the books of different pub- 
lishers. With this was sent a copy of 
specifications for commercial binding, 
prepared by the Committee. In the main 
the table of statistics, showing the ser- 
viceability of books, was accepted without 
criticism by the publishers. One publisher 
made the novel plea that it was his duty 
to manufacture books which would soon 
wear out, since if they were strongly 
bound they would be unsanitary and 
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spread disease. One publisher tried to 
shift the blame for poor bindings on au- 
thors who demand advertisement and big 
royalties. Most publishers, however, 
showed much interest in the report and 
made more or less definite promises to 
mend their ways. 

In nearly every case the publishers sent 
the specifications for commercial binding 
to their binders, and many interesting 
comments from binders were received by 
the Committee. Up to this time no binder 
has criticised the specifications adversely, 
while on the other hand, several firms 
noted for good work, such as the DeVinne 
Press, J. F. Tapley Co., Houghton, Mifflin 
& Co., commend the specifications in no 
uncertain tone. 

Those who are interested in commer- 
cial binding should consult G. A. Stephen's 
"Commercial bookbinding," an exhaustive 
account of all the processes of commer- 
cial bookbinding, and the only book on 
the subject. Mr. Stephen is a mem- 
ber of the Book production committee 
of the Library association, in England, 
and some of his suggestions have proved 
valuable to this Committee. 

One of the duties of the Committee is 
that of answering inquiries. During the 
■year there have been many requests for 
information from librarians, and^a few def- 
inite criticisms of publishers' bindings. 
The information asked for has been given 
whenever possible. Complaints of pub- 
lishers' bindings have been investigated, 
and when found just have been presented 
to the publishers. It is only fair to say 
that complaints regarding the binding of 
specific books have always been courte- 
ously received by the publishers, and, if 
possible, causes for complaints removed. 

The Committee made an effort to get 
information concerning magazine binders 
both for reading-room use and for cir- 
culation, but is compelled to present the 
following simply as a preliminary state- 
ment of the question in the hope that a 
detailed and definite report may be made 
possible by the suggestions and experi- 
ments which it may elicit. 

A circular letter was sent to a number 



of libraries and commissions, and the an- 
swers received were gratifyingly full. 
However, the sum of them all, at least 
with reference to reading-room binders, 
was dissatisfaction. 

Binders are used for two sharply dif- 
ferentiated purposes: to protect magazines 
in the reading room, and to bind them for 
circulation. 

Every kind of reading-room binder on 
the market is criticized severely. There 
are four common types: the spring-back, 
the eyelet-and-tape, the sewed, and the 
rod. The spring-back is clumsy to han- 
dle, the eyelet-and-tape is loose In its 
hold, the sewed is slow of application, and 
the rod hurts the magazine. To solve 
the problem an inventive genius is needed 
— and he would make money. There is 
also the sanitary question. This point, 
suggested by Miss Bonner of Providence, 
has worked on the Committee's imagina- 
tion until it feels like reporting that the 
best reading-room binder is none at all. 
This agrees with the practice of many 
small libraries, and some larger ones. 
But since unprotected magazines become 
unsightly so soon, a tentative suggestion 
is made, that for the octavo magazines a 
modification of the Brooklyn binder, to 
consist of something like that anathema 
of libraries, the brown paper book-cover, 
be adopted. It would grip, by staples or 
paste, eight or ten advertising pages, front 
and back, and could be renewed every 
week, if necessary. Or, if a stiff-sided 
binder is used, it could be kept covered 
with paper. But there remain unsolved 
the problems of the large weeklies, the 
magazines whose advertising pages must 
not be hidden, and the unsatisfactory stiff- 
sided binder. 

With regard to binding magazines for 
circulation the problem is simpler. Here 
the experimenter is not hampered by the 
necessity of having the magazine easily 
removable. Consequently a number of 
satisfactory methods have been evolved. 
For the result of an investigation of this 
subject see "Lib. Jour." 33:90-91. It is 
evident from that report and from ' the 
letters received that the trend is toward 
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a cheap covering permanently attached 
to the magazine, usually made by the 
library staff. Red rope manila or some 
similar material may be glued or stitched 
to the magazine in various ways and at 
small cost. The method just worked out 
by the Cincinnati public library seems 
simple and cheap and should be published 
for further trial. At slightly greater cost 
covers to be glued, stitched stapled, or 
laced on may be bought from Gaylord 
Bros., or made at a local bindery, and have 
a more finished appearance. 

It has been thought not worth while 
to describe binders or processes in detail 
until more information has been collected. 
Also, it is understood that matter relat- 
ing to the question will be found in the 
forthcoming new edition of J. C. Dana's 
"Bookbinding for libraries," and in two 
American library association publications, 
the pamphlet on "Mending and repairing," 
and the "Manual." 

ARTHUR L. BAILEY, 

Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT: If there is no objec- 
tion the report will stand accepted. The 
report of the Committee on library work 
with the blind follows. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

LIBRARY WORK WITH THE 

BLIND 

The Committee on work with the blind 
reports a steady growth in the extension 
of library facilities for those who must 
read with the fingers. Two libraries, the 
St. Louis public and the Louisville free 
public, have within the past year made 
arrangements for circulating embossed 
books. The Passaic public library, Pas- 
saic, New Jersey, though not owning 
books, has circulated those borrowed from 
the New York public library, to readers 
in Passaic and adjacent suburbs. 

The New York public library, the 
Free library of Philadelphia, and the Cin- 
cinnati public library have continued the 
lending of embossed books to other librar- 
ies throughout the country. The state 



libraries of California and New York have 
also supplied a number of public libraries 
within the boundaries of their respective 
states. 

Other communities are awakening to the 
needs of their blind citizens and are in- 
vestigating methods of extending library 
privileges to them. 

The Committee has record of the fol- 
lowing public libraries circulating em- 
bossed books: 

California, San Francisco — Reading room 
and Library for the blind: — Stock 204 
v.: 156 American Braille; 1 Line letter; 
1 Moon; 46 New York point. Circula- 
tion 198: 158 American Braille; 40 New 
York point. 
California, Sacramento state library: — 
Total accessions, 1206 as follows: Amer- 
ican Braille 178 v.; music 72; Euro- 
pean Braille 40 v.; Line letter 24 v.; 
Moon 413 v.: music 3; New York point 
374 v.: music 44; Ink print magazines 
and articles 31; maps 3; games 4; ap- 
pliances (for writing, etc.) 20. Circula- 
tion 3,466 v.: American Braille 686; 
European Braille 25; Line letter 97; 
Moon 1,796; New York point 862. 

New features in work this year: "We 
have added a few English Braille books, 
which seem to be creating quite an inter- 
est. We have begun a collection of games 
for the blind. These are to be loaned as 
samples, so that the blind can try them 
before buying from the different schools, 
etc., supplying them. These are being 
borrowed frequently." 

Connecticut, New Haven Free public li- 
brary: — American Braille 1 v.; Line let- 
ter 116 v. No statistics of circulation; 
very few books loaned. 

Delaware, Wilmington — Wilmington In- 
stitute free library: — Accessions, 372: 
American Braille 173 v.; Moon 199 v. 
Circulation 539: American Braille 198 
v.; Moon 341 v. 

District of Columbia, Washington — Library 
of Congress, Reading room for the 
blind: — Total accessions, 1318, as fol- 
lows: American Braille 75 v.; English 
Braille 50 v.; Line letter 336 v.; Moon 
95 v.; New York point 740 v. Circula- 
tion 901: American Braille 36; English 
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Braille 90; Line letter 40; Moon 55; 
New York point 680. 

Illinois, Chicago — Chicago public library: 
Stock 1226 v.: American Braille 536; 
Line letter 250; Moon 386; New York 
point 54. Circulation 967 v.: American 
Braille 758; Line letter 62; Moon 120; 
New York point 27. 

Indiana, Indianapolis — State library: — 
Stock 515 v.: American Braille 31 v.; 
Line letter 222 v.; New York point 262 
v.; circulation 297. Largest per cent 
New York point. 

Iowa, Des Moines, Iowa library com- 
mission — Free traveling library. — 
Owns 137 v. in New York point; 87 
borrowers; 277 v. circulated. Circula- 
tion is limited to residents of Iowa. 

"The Society for promoting the inter- 
ests of the blind in Iowa was organized 
in Des Moines, October, 1909. It is an 
outgrowth of the Des Moines auxiliary to 
the State association of the blind, whose 
membership was confined to former stu- 
dents of the State college for the blind. 
Miss Margaret Wright Brown writes: 
'This Society meets every three months in 
the rooms of the Library commission, and 
the president, Miss Hoyt, had a statement 
about the work in the last 'Outlook for 
the blind.' (Autumn, 1909, p. 130.) 

"After thoroughly discussing what would 
be for the best interests of the organiza- 
tion it was decided that much better and 
more effective work could be done by re- 
organizing under the new name and ad- 
mitting seeing people to full membership. 

"Our. interest in the blind has grown out 
of the understanding we have come to 
have of their special needs through our 
acquaintance with them in the circulation 
of the books in New York point. Even- 
tually I think the Society will be able to 
accomplish good results, but it takes time 
and a great deal of educational work to 
awaken many people to the point of co- 
operation and the necessary financial sup- 
port." 

Kansas, Leavenworth — Leavenworth free 
public library:— Stock 63 v.; Line letter 
22 v.; Moon 22 v.; New York point 19 v. 
Circulation 81 v.: Line letter 3; Moon 
40; New York point 38. 

"The books noted above are loaned us; 
we do not own any books for the blind. 
We send books to one blind person in 
Kansas City, Olathe, and Paola, Kansas, 
each, as well as to Leavenworth people." 



Kentucky, Louisville — Louisville free 
public library: — The library recently 
began circulating embossed books, hav- 
ing received a gift of 107 embossed vol- 
umes; the total stock is 112 volumes, of 
which 72 volumes are in New York 
point and 40 volumes are in Line letter. 

Maryland, Baltimore — Enoch Pratt free 
library: — Stock 1290 vol.: Line letter 
648 v.; New York point 642 v. Added 
during the year a number of musical 
scores. Circulation 376 v. 

Massachusetts, Boston — Boston public 
library: — Stock 439 v.; American Braille 
15 v. (including 1 periodical); English 
Braille 6 v. (including 3 periodicals); 
Line letter 158 v.; Moon 156 v. (includ- 
ing 1 periodical) ; New York point 104 v. 
(including 1 periodical); besides these 
23 pieces of music in New York point. 
Circulation: "We keep no separate rec- 
ord of circulation." 

"The condition in Boston is somewhat 
peculiar. The Perkins institution con- 
ducts a special circulation department of 
books for the blind, keeping it up to date 
by purchases in all types, and circulating 
the books by mail freely to applicants in 
New England. 

"The local field is therefore so well cov- 
ered by them that we do not purchase 
extensively in the various types (this ac- 
counts for the small number we have in 
Braille, for example) and by arrangements 
with them, refer mail orders to them, in 
cases where we do not have the books in 
the type desired." 

Massachusetts, Brookline — Public library 
of Brookline: — Stock 58 v.: American 
Braille 38 v.: Line letter 1 v.; Moon 
19 v. Circulation 38 v. not classified. 
No time limit. 

Massachusetts, Lynn — Free public li- 
brary: — Circulation (which includes re- 
newals) 551 v. 39 different sightless 
people visited the room, 22 being the 
average attendance. There are 396 visi- 
tors, which include 123 readers to the 
blind; 50 books were borrowed from 
the Perkins institution, 16 presented by 
5 individuals. 

Massachusetts, New Bedford — Free public 
library: — Stock 41 v.: American Braille 
27 v.; Line letter 14 v. Mr. Tripp writes: 
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"We have not circulated enough of the 
embossed books for the blind to make 
any special separation of the circulation 
figures, but within a few months we are 
to move into our new building where we 
shall have a special room for the books 
for the blind, and hope then to keep the 
circulation distinct, and make more suc- 
cessful attempts to reach that class of read- 
ers than we have been able to do at pres- 
ent with our crowded condition." 

Massachusetts, Somerville — Public libra- 
ry: — Stock several hundred volumes; 
circulation very limited (1909). 

Massachusetts, Worcester — Free public 
library: — Stock 285 v.: American 
Braille 57 v.; Line letter 172 v.; Moon 
56 v.; also Moon and Matilda Ziegler 
magazines. 

"Our use of blind books is only occa- 
sional, and we have kept no separate rec- 
ord of their use." 

Michigan, Detroit public library: — 
Stock 156 v.: American Braille 71 v.; 
Line letter 42 v.; New York point 43 v. 
Total circulation numbered 32 v. in these 
types and represents actual number of 
volumes loaned. 

Michigan, Grand Rapids — Grand Rapids 
public library: — Stock 40 v.: Line let- 
ter 4 v.; New York point 36 v. Circu- 
lation: New York point 2 v. 

"We have hardly any readers here — 
fewer than we had a few years ago." 

Missouri, St. Louis — Public library: — The 
library has received 134 volumes as 
donations. New books will be pur- 
chased. Mr. Bostwick writes: 

"It is my intention to place in this li- 
brary a collection of books for the blind, 
and I am merely waiting to decide what 
is best to do about selection of typography. 
I am getting a list of blind persons in the 
city and am sending out to them a mim- 
eographed circular. I suppose we shall 
have to satisfy the demand in this city 
before going outside, but I do not see why 
we should not ultimately send books all 
over the state." 

Missouri, St. Joseph — Free public library: 
— Stock: Line letter 46 v.; New York 
point 14 v.; also 76 numbers of the Zieg- 
ler magazine in American Braille and 
New York point. 



New Jersey, Jersey City — Free public 
library: — Stock 197 v.: American Braille 
1 v.; Line letter 120 v.; New York point 
76 v. Circulation: Line letter 1 v. 

New Jersey, Newark — Free public li- 
brary:— Stock 90 v.: English Braille 3 
v.; Line letter 20 v.; Moon 1 v.; New 
York point 66 v. 

New York, Albany— New York state li- 
brary for the blind: — Stock 2947 v: Am- 
erican Braille 542 v.; English Braille 73 
v.; Line letter 212 v.; Moon 79 v.; New 
York point 2041 v. Circulation 5644 v.: 
American Braille 554; English Braille 
249; Line letter 119; Moon 143; New 
York point 4579. 

"The annual appropriation for the New 
York state library for the blind has been 
doubled this year, and it is now |2,000. 
Perhaps it would be of interest to note the 
experiment we have made of using the 
letter x for a capital sign in our publica- 
tions of 1909 and 1910. We are ready to 
adopt a better sign if one can be decided 
upon, and are hoping that Mr. Holmes of 
the Ziegler publishing company will be 
able soon to reach a satisfactory conclu- 
sion on the subject." 

New York, Brooklyn — Brooklyn public 
library: — Stock 1240 v.: American 
Braille 45 v.; English Braille 12 v.; Line 
letter 295 v.; Moon 179 v.; New York 
point 709 v. Circulation 664 v. (not 
kept by types). Renewals are included 
but are not numerous. 

New York, Buffalo — Buffalo public li- 
brary: — Stock: American Braille 5 ti- 
tles; Line letter, 5 titles, 7 v.; Moon 
magazine; New York point 30 titles, 51 
v. No separate statistics of circulation 
kept; about 30 or 40 volumes were cir- 
culated. Books are borrowed from New 
York City and from Albany. 

New York, New York — New York public 
library: — Stock, books and music, 7662: 
American Braille 551 v.; English Braille 
707 v.; Line letter 368 v.; Ink type 27 
v.; Moon 1208 v.; New York point 1625 
v.; Oriental Braille 12 v.; Braille music 
792; New York point music 2371; Line 
letter music 1. Circulation 14,827: Am- 
erican Braille 438; European Braille 
4236; Line letter 214; Moon 2399; New 
York point 7536; Ink type 4. 
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"The fact that we have been able to 
co-operate with the public schools and sup- 
ply the pupils with quite a number of 
books has been the most distinctive fea- 
ture of our work last year." 

New York, Niagara Falls — Niagara Falls 
public library: — Stock 116 v.: Ameri- 
can Braille 37 v.; Line letter 7 v.; New 
York point 72 v. 

"We have only one blind reader and he 
has been out of the city most of the year, 
so we have no report to make of any cir- 
culation." 

Ohio, Cincinnati— Public library of Cin- 
cinnati : —Stock 1213 v.: Line letter 171 
v.; Moon 222 v.; New York point 820 v. 
Circulation 1455. Record is not kept of 
kinds of type circulated. 

The Cincinnati library association for 
the blind, which circulates embossed lit- 
erature from the Public library, reports 
the most successful year of its history. 
"Through an article which was published 
in the "Ziegler magazine for the blind" (a 
free magazine which reaches thousands) 
stating that the books would be loaned 
to people living in other cities, a great 
number of applications were received, and 
the books were sent to almost every state 
in the Union, 1427 books having been cir- 
culated during the year." In addition 27 
volumes were distributed through the sta- 
tions department of the Public library. 

Ohio, Cleveland — Cleveland public li- 
brary: — Stock 459 v., 7 mags.: American 
Braille 25 v., 1 mag.; English Braille 19 
v., 2 mags.; Line letter 67 v.; Moon 42 
v., 1 mag.; New York point 306 v., 3 
mags. Circulation 840 v.; record not 
kept by kind of type. New York point 
books are used most, Moon second. 

Mr. Brett writes: — "The only fact of 
special interest which occurs to me is the 
moving of the library for the blind to 
Goodrich House recently. This we hope 
will have a favorable influence on the li- 
brary work with the blind, as it brings it 
into the same building where so much of 
the work of the Society for the blind is 
carried on." 

Oregon, Portland — Library association of 
Portland:— Stock 39 v. in New York 
point. No separate statistics of circu- 
lation. One man comes regularly for 
one magazine, which is the only circu- 
lation. 



Pennsylvania, Philadelphia — The Free li- 
brary of Philadelphia:— Stock 1412 v.; 
American Braille 450 v.; English Braille 
198 v.; Line letter 237 v.; Moon 356 v.; 
New York point 171 v. In addition the 
Pennsylvania Home teaching, which 
co-operates with the Free library, owns 
1916 v. as follows: American Braille 49 
v.; English Braille 12 v.; Line letter 12 
v.; Moon 1802 v.; New York point 23 v. 
Circulation: 17,422 v.; American Braille 
3241 v.; English Braille 366 v.; Line let- 
ter 344 v.; Moon 13,004 v.; New York 
point 407 v. 

Owing to the terms on which funds are 
provided the books belonging to the Free 
library are now circulated within the city 
limits only. Many requests have been 
made by readers outside Philadelphia for 
books in American Braille and New York 
point which the Home teaching society 
does not own, and until they are added 
to the Society's library the circulation out- 
side Philadelphia will therefore be limited. 
Since the enforcement of this ruling it 
has been necessary to refer to other li- 
braries all such applications. 

In co-operation with the Pennsylvania 
Institution for the blind the Free library 
plans to remove the department of em- 
bossed books to 200 South 13th Street, 
where the library will occupy the first 
floor and the school will have the use of 
the rest of the building as a bureau of 
information on matters pertaining to the 
blind, for special instruction, a salesroom, 
board room for the managers, etc. Ar- 
rangements are now being made for the 
transfer of books and shelving to the new 
quarters. 

Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh — Carnegie Li- 
brary of Pittsburgh: — Stock 962 v.: Am- 
erican Braille 152 v. (16 volumes of these 
loaned by Pennsylvania home teaching 
society); English Braille 2 v.; Line let- 
ter 77 v.; Moon 515 v. (450 loaned by 
Pennsylvania home teaching society); 
New York point 216 v. (2 v. loaned by 
Pennsylvania home teaching society). 
Circulation: 2033 v.: American Braille 
655 v.; Line letter 80 v.; Moon 1110 v.; 
New York point 188 v. 

There has recently been organized the 
Pittsburgh association for the adult blind, 
which has grown out of the movement 
started by the Congress of women's clubs 
of Western Pennsylvania. Mr. Charles F. 
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F. Campbell, editor of the "Outlook for 
the blind" and agent of the Massachusetts 
Association for promoting the interests of 
the blind, has been appointed to take 
charge of the work of the newly formed 
association and enters on his duty June 1st. 

Rhode Island, Providence — Providence 
public library: — Stock 270 v.: American 
Braille 96 v.; Line letter 137 v.; Moon 36 
v.; New York point 1 v.; also magazines 
in American Braille, Moon, and New 
York point. Circulation 451 v., chiefly 
American Braille and Moon, perhaps 20 
in line letter. These figures do not rep- 
resent full circulation, for the two home 
teachers often carry books from pupil to 
pupil without a return to the library; no 
time limit. 

Utah, Salt Lake City public library — 
Stock 46 v.: American Braille 42 v.; 
Moon 4 v. Circulation 51 v. "Have not 
kept records of separate systems." 

Virginia, Richmond, Virginia state li- 
brary — Stock 135 v.: American Braille 7 
v.; Line letter 35 v.; New York point 93 
v. Circulation 96 v.; Line letter 10 v.; 
New York point 86 v. 

Dr. Mcllwaine writes: — "The decrease 
in the circulation during the past year is 
due to the fact that conditions in the li- 
brary made it impossible to do more than 
fill the orders. Previous experience has 
shown that blind readers need encourage- 
ment and assistance or they cease to read." 

Washington, Seattle public library — 
Stock 240 v., 158 titles: American Braille 
21 v., 19 titles; Moon 48 v., 16 titles; 
New York point 171 v., 123 titles. Cir- 
culation 28 v. Records of circulation not 
kept separate. 

Wisconsin, Milwaukee public library — 
Stock 260 v.: American Braille 62 v.; 
Line letter 8 v.; New York point 190 v. 
Circulation 250 v.: American Braille 100 
v.; New York point 150 v. Actual num- 
ber circulated does not include renewals. 
The following libraries report that work 

for the blind has been discontinued for 

the present: 

Georgia, Atlanta Carnegie library — "Our 
work with the blind has been practically 
discontinued. For two years the Public 
library of Cincinnati has placed a small 
collection of books here and they were 



much enjoyed. Some months ago we 
returned them, and since their return 
we have referred requests for books di- 
rect to the Cincinnati library. These 
requests have been numerous, and none 
were from people here in Atlanta. All 
of the blind people in this part of the 
country seem to prefer the New York 
point." 

Minnesota, Minneapolis public library — 
"I think you might as well cut off this 
library from your list of libraries with 
a blind department. We have only a 
few books which were presented to us. 
We are not making any additions to the 
department, nor developing it in any 
way. Most of the books which were 
given us have been sent to the School 
for the blind at Faribault, Minnesota." 

Ohio, Dayton public library & museum — 
"We have no library for the blind at 
present. The small beginning of several 
years ago has not been developed. The 
outgrowth of that small beginning, how- 
ever, was the organization of the Dayton 
association for the blind, which special- 
izes in social and industrial work but is 
in no sense a department of the Public 
library. It is hoped that some day a 
good collection of books for the blind 
will be demanded, encouraged, and sup- 
ported here, but at present such is not 
the case." 

Pennsylvania, Erie public library — "We 
do absolutely no work with the blind; 
our blind books are very rarely called 
for." 

Colorado, Denver public library — The 
Public library of Denver, Colorado, re- 
ports as follows: — "A few years ago this 
library put in 17 books in New York 
point, and advertised the fact among 
the blind people of this city, but prac- 
tically no use has been made of these 
books. I suppose that is due to the fact 
that they can get what they wish from 
the School for the deaf and blind at 
Colorado Springs, and from other li- 
braries throughout the country. We 
have never had a request for a volume 
to be sent by mail." 

Connecticut, Hartford public library — 
The Hartford, Connecticut, public li- 
brary reports: — "We make no effort to 
circulate them because the Institution 
and School for the blind have good li- 
braries and are willing to lend their 
books outside. Under existing condi- 
tions there is no need of increasing the 
library's work for the blind." 

Desiring to ascertain all the library fa- 
cilities available in the United States for 
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readers of embossed books, the Committee 
has this year extended its investigation to 
the school for the blind as well as to 
public libraries. 

To all institutions listed in the report 
of the American printing house for the 
blind for 1909 a circular letter was sent, 
together with a series of questions. Re- 
plies were received from 42 schools; the 
Maine institution at Portland was not 
named in the list, the first superintendent 
having been appointed in July, 1909. 

The total number of volumes in the 
different schools, itemized by types and 
also by titles, has already been printed in 
the statistical table in the "Outlook for the 
blind" for October, 1908. The information 
is therefore not repeated here. The fol- 
lowing questions were sent: 

1. Do you lend embossed books to per- 
sons outside the school? 

Two schools, Connecticut and Idaho, re- 
port that the supply of books is too limited. 

The State school for colored deaf and 
blind children at Newport News, Virginia, 
was opened September 8th, 1909, and no 
arrangements have yet been made for the 
circulation of books. 

Seven schools do not send books outside 
the institutions: California, Connecticut, 
Idaho, Indiana, Virginia state school for 
colored deaf and blind, Texas state colored 
and Texas deaf and dumb and blind in- 
stitute for colored youths. 

Owing to the efficient service from the 
State library at Sacramento, the circula- 
tion of books outside the school is not 
undertaken by the California institution. 

2. Is the circulation of embossed books 
limited to former pupils? 

Four schools loan books throughout 
their respective states but limit the circu- 
lation to former pupils only: Kansas, New 
Mexico, New York State (Batavia), and 
Oklahoma. North Carolina also limits the 
circulation within the state, "generally to 
former pupils." North Dakota is "willing 
to circulate books to those not former 
pupils, but no requests have come from 
outside." 

3. Is the circulation of embossed books 
limited to your state? 



Alabama, Florida, Iowa (except in a 
few special cases), Kentucky, Mississippi, 
Montana, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Virginia, Western Pennsylvania, reply in 
the affirmative. 

Not limited to states: — Colorado, Illi- 
nois, Maryland, Michigan employment in- 
stitution, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Pennsylvania, Perkins institution, Utah, 
Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin. 

4. Is any effort made by the school or 
by some other organization to teach the 
adult blind throughout the state to read? 

5. How is this accomplished? 

a. By correspondence? 

b. By home teaching? 

c. By some other method? 
Twenty schools report that no effort is 

made to teach the adult blind; in 12 
schools instruction is given by correspon- 
dence; and 10 schools report that the 
adult blind are instructed by home teach- 
ing. 

Mississippi says an effort is made to 
teach adults but does not state how; Ne- 
braska "admits adults on trial, who may 
have the advantage of the school provided 
they profit thereby." 

6. How many persons borrowed em- 
bossed books to read at home from Janu- 
ary 1, 1909, to December 31, 1909? 

7. How many embossed books were 
loaned from your library from January 
1, 1909, to December 31, 1909? 

Alabama — About 20 persons borrowed 
40 volumes (Amer. Braille). 

Colorado — Exact records not obtainable. 
25 or 30 persons borrowed about 100 vol- 
umes in New York point. 

Illinois — 283 borrowers. Circulation: 
2500 volumes and pamphlets, American 
Braille, 730 volumes Line letter, 360 vol- 
umes in New York point. 

Iowa — Exact records not kept. About 
60 borrowers; circulation 200 volumes 
New York point. 

Kansas — Began the circulation of em- 
bossed books in September, 1909. 

Kentucky — No records kept. 

Maryland — Library work suspended for 
a time owing to temporary quarters. Many 
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of the books are in storage until new 
building is ready. 

Michigan — No records. 

Michigan employment institution — 117 
borrowers; Amer. Br. 1009; Line letter 
156; European Br. 51; New York point 
315. Total 1531. 

Minnesota — 50 borrowers. Circulation 
300 volumes in New York point. 

Mississippi — 5 or 6 books in Line letter 
and 25 or more in New York point were 
circulated. 

Missouri — 102 borrowers; circulation 
892 volumes in Amer. Br. 

Montana — 13 borrowers; 306 volumes in 
Amer. Br. were loaned. 

Nebraska — No records. The number of 
volumes is so limited that none are loaned 
outside while school is in session; during 
the summer months books are loaned. 

New Mexico — Records not kept, though 
books have been circulated. 

New York (Batavia) — Estimated that 10 
persons borrowed 20 volumes in New 
York point and American Braille. 

New York institution — No record. 

North Carolina — "About 16" borrowers; 
circulation: Amer. Br. 2; Line letter 6; 
New York point 54. Total 62 volumes. 

North Dakota — One borrower; 6 New 
York point books were circulated. 

Ohio — 101 borrowers; about 800 volumes 
in New York point loaned. 

Oklahoma — 7 borrowers; circulation 7 
volumes Amer. Braille. 

Oregon — 12 volumes Amer. Br. loaned. 

Pennsylvania — 71 borrowers; circulation 
350 Amer. Br., 1 Line letter. 

Perkins institution — 872 borrowers; cir- 
culation Amer. Br. 3034; Line letter 655; 
Moon 593; New York point 225; total 
4507 volumes. 

South Carolina — No records kept. 

South Dakota — 9 borrowers; 20 volumes 
in Amer. Br. loaned. 

Tennessee — "About 60" persons bor- 
rowed 74 volumes in Amer. Br. 

Utah — 24 borrowers; circulation 263 vol- 
umes in Amer. Br. 

Virginia — No t records; all who applied for 
books had the use of the library; circulation 
chiefly New York point; few in Line letter. 



Washington — 10 borrowers; circulation 
30: Line letter 10; New York point 20. 

West Virginia — 16 borrowers; 40 vol- 
umes in New York point loaned. 

Western Pennsylvania — Records not 
kept. Former pupils and others and the 
home teacher have free use of books. 

Wisconsin — 73 persons borrowed 516 
volumes: Amer. Br. 2, Line letter 11, New 
York point 503. Moon magazine loaned to 
4 readers. During the summer vacation 33 
pupils read 52 additional volumes. 

Only one school, Missouri, has a special 
form of application blank for the loan of 
books; two schools, Perkins institution and 
Wis., lend borrowers embossed catalogs. 

It should be remembered that the li- 
braries of the institutions are intended 
first for the use of pupils; in a number of 
cases the institutions have neither the 
funds to supply the books for outside cir- 
culation nor the assistant to attend to 
their circulation. 

The apportionment for each school from 
the funds of the American printing house 
is soon exhausted for necessary text-books 
and supplementary reading, and no doubt 
a larger sum is already needed in many 
schools for the purchase of additional lit- 
erature for the use of resident pupils. 
Nevertheless, each school owes a duty to 
its former pupils and if no other agency 
in the state offers to provide library facil- 
ities then the school should take the mat- 
ter up in justice to the blind, and secure 
a special appropriation from the state for 
this particular purpose. 

New Publications 

1. In ink print. 

In "The American public library," re- 
cently published, Mr. Arthur E. Bostwick 
has entitled one chapter "Libraries for the 
blind," which should be read by all inter- 
ested in the circulation of embossed books. 

A union list of all titles published in 
American Braille has been compiled by 
the Pennsylvania institution for the blind 
at Overbrook, and may be had on request. 

The New York public library has pre- 
pared "A list of music added to the library 
for the blind since January 1st, 1908." 
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The general awakening of interest in 
behalf of the blind throughout the country 
has led to the creation of a number of local 
associations which are interested in all 
matters pertaining to the welfare of the 
blind. The reports and folders of these 
associations contain much information 
valuable to librarians who undertake to 
circulate embossed literature. Descriptive 
accounts of these associations may be ob- 
tained from the "Outlook for the blind." 

2. In embossed type. 

For the lists of recent publications in 
embossed types consult the catalogs of 
the American printing house for the blind, 
Louisville, Kentucky; The Perkins institu- 
tion, South Boston, Mass.; Pennsylvania 
institution for the blind, Overbrook, Pa.; 
Pennsylvania home teaching society; "The 
Braille review"; "The Blind"; and "The 
Outlook for the blind." 

The School for the blind at Jacksonville, 
Illinois, issues a new musical magazine en- 
titled "The Braille transcript," published 
bi-monthly, price $.50 per year. The first 
number was published October, 1909. The 
"Matilda Ziegler magazine," 306 W 53d 
St., New York City, has begun the publica- 
tion of a musical quarterly. 

Following his custom for several years 
past, Judge J. M. Pereles of Milwaukee 
donated $50.00 for the publication of a new 
embossed volume in memory of his 
mother, the title chosen being "The story 
of the other wise man" by Van Dyke. 

The Pennsylvania Bible Society 
which has for many years been interested 
in the circulation of the Bible in embossed 
type, has arranged to become the head- 
quarters of a new agency of the American 
Bible society, to be called the Atlantic 
agency. The committee notes that the 
Pennsylvania Bible society has hitherto 
been generous to the Pennsylvania home 
teaching society, and to the Carnegie li- 
brary of Pittsburgh, by donating the Bible 
in embossed types for free circulation 
among borrowers, and suggests that the 
various agencies of the American Bible 
society may be willing to make similar 
donations to other libraries if the matter 
is brought to their attention. 



The following is the list of Home agen- 
cies of the American Bible society: 

Agency for the colored people of the 
south — Rev. J. P. Wragg, D. D., Agency 
Secretary, South Atlanta, Ga. 

Northwestern agency — Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Da- 
kota. Rev. J. F. Horton, Agency Secre- 
tary, 42 East Madison St., Chicago, 111. 

South Atlantic agency — Virginia, West 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida. Rev. M. B. Porter, 
Agency Secretary, 208 North 8th St., Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Central agency — Missouri, Kansas, Col- 
orado, Idaho, Montana, Utah, Wyoming, 
New Mexico and Arizona. Rev. S. H. Kirk- 
bride, D. D., Agency Secretary, 1025 Four- 
teenth St., Denver, Colo. 

Pacific agency — California, Nevada, Or- 
egon, and Washington. Rev. A. Wesley 
Mell, Agency Secretary, 216 Pacific Build- 
ing, Fourth and Market Sts., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Southwestern agency — Texas, Oklaho- 
ma, Louisiana, and Arkansas. Rev. Glenn 
Flinn, Agency Secretary, 422 Main St., 
Dallas, Texas. 

Eastern agency — New York and adja- 
cent regions not otherwise cared for. Ad- 
ministered from Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York. 

Middle agency — Ohio, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Alabama, Mississippi. Rev. George 
S. J. Browne, Agency Secretary, 222 West 
Fourth St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Atlantic agency — Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and Delaware. Rev. Leighton W. 
Eckard, D. D., Agency Secretary, 701 Wal- 
nut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Society for providing evangelical 
religious literature for the blind has af- 
filiated with the American tract society. 
Information concerning the publications 
and objects of the society may be obtained 
from the Financial Secretary, Rev. James 
Garland Hamner, Jr., 45 Broadway, New 
York City. 

The Society for the promotion of church 
work among the blind is willing to donate 
its publications to libraries circulating em- 
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bossed books. To obtain these volumes 
address Mr. John Thomson, The Free li- 
brary of Philadelphia, Treasurer of the 
Society. 

The need for additional distributing 
centers in the United States is very great. 
The blind are' scattered over an area 
twenty-five times as great as Great Brit- 
ain and Ireland. The immense distances 
make it advisable that there should be at 
least one center in each state, for the un- 
desirability of sending books all over the 
country from one center is very apparent 
when one considers that volumes are sub- 
jected to severe wear and tear in the mails 
and are out of service during the time con- 
sumed in long distance traveling. 

Public libraries supported by city tax 
are urged to co-operate with public library 
commissions in circulating throughout the 
state embossed books owned by the city 
library, at a given rate per volume circu- 
lated. This arrangement is already suc- 
cessfully carried out between the Enoch 
Pratt free library and the Maryland 
state library commission. In some states 
it may be possible for the schools for the 
blind and the library commission to co- 
operate with the public library. 

Space does not permit more than the 
mention of various forms of social service 
that have grown out of the work with the 
blind. At the Cincinnati public library 
the education of a little deaf blind girl has 
been undertaken by Miss Trader. The 
child has been taught to read and write 
New York point, to write with pencil, to 
read the lips and to talk quite plainly. 
This is only one of the interesting items of 
the work of the Cincinnati library society. 

Children's librarians will be interested 
in the San Francisco reading room and 
library for the blind. The superintendent 
in charge, Miss Mabel Adams Ayer, who 
has formed a Boys' club and a Girls' club 
for the blind, writes as follows: "The chil- 
dren have signed a pledge to be kind to all 
the blind people they meet and to try to 
help them. The boys go after the blind and 
take them to the library when there is no 
one in the home to guide them, and also 
to carry the heavy books the blind people 



borrow from time to time. Last Saturday 
I had the children combine to give a little 
entertainment to sell the toy furniture 
made by an old man who is blind and deaf. 
The children all took part in the pro- 
gram." 

In the Cleveland public library nine of 
the Children's clubs which have their 
meetings during the winter in the branch 
libraries, have contributed the money for 
the purchase of a number of volumes of 
embossed music and books on music and 
musicians, forming "the notable beginning 
of a collection of which there has long 
been need." 

The Committee recommends the contin- 
uation of a Committee on work with the 
blind to report to the next Conference on 
the progress during the year. 

EMMA R. NEISSER DELFINO, 
Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT: You have heard the 
summary of this report on Work with the 
blind. The recommendation is one which 
would go naturally to the Executive board, 
as the Executive board appoints the com- 
mittees. Is there any discussion? Ifl 
there is no objection the report will be 
accepted and the recommendations sub- 
mitted to the Executive board. 

The PRESIDENT: The Committee on 
co-ordination of college libraries. There 
is a report, I believe, by Mr. Lane, who is 
not present at the conference. Is any 
member of the Committee in the room? 

Mr. ROOT: I take the liberty for the 
Committee to submit the report, Mr. Presi- 
dent. It contains no recommendations. 

The PRESIDENT: In the absence of 
any objection the report will stand ac- 
cepted. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CO- 
ORDINATION OF COLLEGE 
LIBRARIES 

The Committee on co-ordination of col- 
lege libraries, representing the libraries 
of Clark University, Cornell University, 
Harvard University, the University of 
Michigan, Mt. Holyoke College, Oberlin 
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College, Princeton University and Yale 
University, and the John Crerar library 
was appointed at the Bretton Woods con- 
ference of the American library associa- 
tion to study the proposition submitted 
on behalf of the New England college 
librarians. The Committee met at Lake 
George on September 21 and 22, 1909, all 
the members except two being present. 

The proposed bureau of information 
and central lending library was dis- 
cussed at length, and the scheme as already 
outlined was approved in general terms 
as a project likely to be of distinct service 
to American scholars and to college and 
other reference libraries, provided a suit- 
able endowment could be secured. To 
some of the members the proposed Bureau 
of Information seemed to be the more im- 
portant branch of the undertaking; to 
others, the central reservoir of books for 
lending. 

The scale on which the work could prof- 
itably be taken up and the expense of 
carrying it on were discussed, and the 
tentative figures presented the year be- 
fore were revised, the final opinion of the 
Committee being that an income of $50,000 
or more might be used to advantage, and 
that at least $30,000 a year would be 
necessary to undertake the work in any 
satisfactory form. The general character 
of the expenditure contemplated is as fol- 
lows : 

Books and binding $12,000 

Salaries 10,000 

Printing and stationery 1,500 

Running expenses including jan- 
itor and supplies 4,000 

Fund for enlargement of 

building $1,500 

Repairs, etc 1,000 2,500 

$30,000 

The point was emphasized that, while 
the proposed institution might be primar- 
ily useful to college libraries, its benefit 
should not be restricted to such, but 
should be available to all reference libra- 



ries that provide for the needs of scholars. 
The subject was referred to a sub-commit- 
tee of three, who were expected to confer 
with the Librarian of Congress, to discuss 
the matter further at a later meeting, and 
to take such action as seemed wise to 
them to secure an endowment. This sub- 
committee was prevented from holding a 
formal meeting by the illness of one of 
the members at the time for which the 
meeting was planned, but it has taken the 
matter up in an informal way with the 
Librarian of Congress, and is pleased to 
find, both from a communication from him 
and from Mr. Bishop's paper on "Inter-li- 
brary loans" in the "Library journal" for 
December, 1909, how far the Library of 
Congress has already gone in meeting 
the needs which the Committee is consid- 
ering, and how favorable are its plans for 
the future. The Library of Congress has 
already established a union catalog, in 
which are filed cards furnished by the 
John Crerar library, the Harvard College 
library, the Library of Columbia Uni- 
versity, the Boston public library, the 
New York public library, the Library of 
the District of Columbia, and several of 
the government departments. In most In- 
stances, these cards do not cover the en- 
tire contents of the library from which 
they come, but they form a useful basis 
upon which a more comprehensive cata- 
log can be built up in the future. The 
Library also takes pains to procure the 
printed catalogs of other American li- 
braries, and to have on file all the informa- 
tion in regard to other libraries that is 
accessible in print. It willingly answers 
Inquiries from individuals and from li- 
braries in regard to books and where they 
may be found, and, so far as it is able, 
without injustice to the rights of readers 
in Washington, it lends freely to other 
libraries when it can serve scholarly pur- 
poses. The Library's memorandum gov- 
erning Inter-library loans, which was 
printed in the "Library journal" for De- 
cember, it may be worth while to reprint 
in this report, for the purpose of showing 
what kind of service the Library under- 
takes to give. 
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"Under the system of inter-library loans 
the Library of Congress will lend certain 
books to other libraries for the use of in- 
vestigators engaged in serious research. 
The loan will rest on the theory of a 
special service to scholarship which it is 
not within the power or duty of the local 
library to render. Its purpose is to aid 
research calculated to advance the bound- 
aries of knowledge, by the loan of unusual 
books not readily accessible elsewhere. 

"The material lent cannot include, there- 
fore, books that should be in a local li- 
brary, or that can be borrowed from a 
library (such as a state library) having a 
particular duty to the community from 
which the application comes; nor books 
that are inexpensive and can easily be 
procured; nor books for the general read- 
er, mere text-books, or popular manuals; 
nor books where the purpose is ordinary 
student's or thesis work, or for mere self- 
instruction. 

"Nor can it include material which is in 
constant use in Washington, or whose loan 
would be an inconvenience to Congress, 
or to the executive departments of the 
government, or to reference readers in the 
Library of Congress. 

"Genealogies and local histories are not 
available for loan, nor are newspapers, 
for they form part of a consecutive his- 
torical record which the Library of Con- 
gress is expected to retain and preserve. 
And only for very serious research can 
the privilege be extended to include vol- 
umes of periodicals. 

"A library in borrowing a book is un- 
derstood to hold itself responsible for the 
safe-keeping and return of the book at 
the expiration of ten days from its receipt. 
An extension of the period of loan is 
granted, upon request, whenever feasible. 

"All expenses of carriage are to be met 
by the borrowing library. 

"Books will be forwarded by express 
(charges collect) whenever this convey- 
ance is deemed necessary for their safety. 
Certain books, however, can be sent by 
mail, but it will be necessary for the bor- 
rowing library to remit in advance a sum 
sufficient to cover the postal charges, in- 
cluding registry fee. 

"The Library of Congress has no fund 
from which the charges of carriage can 
be prepaid." 

Mention should also be made of the 
report on special collections in American 
libraries, now being drawn up for the Bu- 
reau of education by the Librarian of 
Columbia University. 

These are admirable beginnings toward 
supplying the needs outlined by our Com- 



mittee, and it brings distinctly before us 
the crucial question whether such work 
can best be done by an institution en- 
dowed for this specific purpose, or by the 
national library and other centralized 
government agencies. The advantages of 
the separate institution, granted the neces- 
sary endowment, would seem to be (1) 
continuity of policy unaffected by possible 
changes in the administration of a govern- 
ment department, (2) singleness of aim, 
unhampered by the other and more press- 
ing functions necessary to a great library, 
and (3) control by a body representing di- 
rectly the libraries and scholars most in- 
terested. Moreover, the collection of 
books, whether great or small, would be 
chosen solely with a view to lending and 
would be exclusively devoted to this use. 
On the other hand, there are advantages 
to be had from union with a great library, 
and in default of a generous endowment, 
the help which can be given by a library 
such as the Library of Congress is to be 
heartily welcomed. It is to be noticed also 
that a small endowment, totally insufficient 
for the support of a separate institution, 
might accomplish great things if used to 
supplement the work of the Library of 
Congress in a way which that library 
might not feel justified in adopting. Five 
thousand dollars spent annually in collect- 
ing precise information in regard to the 
resources of American libraries, and the 
conditions under which these resources 
can be used, would soon bring together a 
most useful mass of facts supplementing 
the records of the union catalog main- 
tained by the Library of Congress. The 
same amount, spent with discretion for 
expensive books and useful sets of period- 
ical and society publications, would soon 
form a lending library that would be of 
the greatest value to the smaller college 
and reference libraries. It would seem, 
therefore, that the most useful directions 
in which to press for immediate future 
development are — (1) the further enlarge- 
ment and strengthening of the work al- 
ready begun by the Library of Congress, 
and (2) the application of an endowment 
of moderate size to extending that Li- 
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brary's work into new fields. The first 
object might be fostered, on the one hand, 
by organizing the work of collecting in- 
formation as a separate department and 
thus giving it greater prominence among 
the Library's other activities, and, on the 
other hand, by more frequent application 
on the part of other libraries to the Li- 
brary of Congress for information of this 
kind, thus showing a general appreciation 
of what the Library is trying to do. The 
endowment, if it could be obtained, might 
be used, for example, to employ special 
agents to visit libraries and make reports 
in regard to their resources, to prepare 
and print union lists of accessible ma- 
terial in different fields, and to purchase 
books specifically for lending. 

A third way in which co-ordination 
might be encouraged to advantage would 
be in some measure of co-operation 
among libraries as to purchases. A com- 
mittee of professors and librarians might 
institute an Inquiry into the deficiencies 
still existing in certain fields of study, 
might thereupon draw up a list of desi- 
derata, and might induce an agreement 
among the institutions they represented 
to purchase as large a number of these 
as possible, avoiding duplication, until 
practically the whole list was accessible 
somewhere, and expecting in the mean- 
time to make these purchases available to 
one another by inter-library loans. 

The Committee calls the attention of 
all libraries not only to Mr. Bishop's arti- 
cle on "Inter-library loans" in the Decem- 
ber number of the "Library journal," but 
also to an interesting and suggestive 
"Symposium on co-ordination or affiliation 
of libraries" in the numbers for March and 
May, 1910. 

In closing, it may not be out of place 
to mention the fact that the Harvard 
library is studying the possibility of 
printing its whole catalog on cards (ex- 
cept titles contained in the printed stock 
of the Library of Congress and of the John 
Crerar library) and proposes to issue 
these cards to other libraries. If the 
project is carried out, it will result in 
placing — at least in the union catalog of 



the Library of Congress and, judging from 
the initial response to the circular sent 
out by the Harvard library, probably in a 
number of other libraries — complete in- 
formation in regard to books in that li- 
brary not only accessible in the Library 
of Congress or in the John Crerar library. 
Our Committee has advocated the collec- 
tion at a central point of titles from a 
large range of libraries. The Harvard 
plan will place information in regard to 
one library at a number of scattered 
points, but if a number of the larger li- 
braries of the country should follow Har- 
vard's lead in this respect, we would have 
records of very considerable extent and 
value accessible at different points, pro- 
vided that the subscribing libraries did 
not find the burden of caring for cards 
from several different libraries more than 
they could carry. 

WILLIAM C. LANE, 
Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT: We have now 
reached the report of the Committee on 
co-ordination, of which Mr. Gould is the 
Chairman. 

Mr. GOULD: Mr. President, like the 
other report, this report is printed and 
contains no direct recommendation. I 
may merely say that it calls attention to 
specific instances of co-ordination, both in 
foreign countries and in the United States. 
I will not take up the time of the meeting 
by doing more than mentioning this, but as 
the report submits two questions for dis- 
cussion I will read or outline very briefly 
those questions, and I dare say that the 
meeting will not care to discuss them at 
this time. I am obliged to read them, I 
suppose, as the Committee wish them to 
be submitted. They are put in the form 
of resolution: "That certain libraries, 
which are now lending, or are willing to 
lend to others, adopt uniform rules for 
lending, with the right to exceed these 
rules in generosity when such action 
seems desirable to the lenders; and that 
the rules thus adopted be printed and 
circulated with the addition of the names 
of the libraries that have adopted them. 
In connection with the foregoing the 
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question arises, whether, in view of the 
growth of the inter-library loans, libraries 
co-operating in such work would favor a 
small fee to cover the labor involved. 
That an effort be made to develop a sys- 
tem of inter-library readers' cards, which 
cards will be good between specified li- 
braries." 

I move the adoption of the report. 

The PRESIDENT: Is there any dis- 
cussion? If not, as there is no objection — 

Mr. ANDREWS: I rise to a point of 
order. The adopting would mean that we 
endorse the resolution. While I do, never- 
theless — 

Mr. GOULD: I move the report be 
accepted. These recommendations were 
intended only for discussion. Perhaps 
Mr. Andrews did not notice the report says 
they are put in the form of resolutions. 
They were merely inserted that there 
might be discussion upon them if desired. 
I move the acceptance of the report. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
CO-ORDINATION 

This Committee, appointed at the Bret- 
ton Woods Conference, was instructed to 
consider the various phases of co-ordina- 
tions, and to report hereon. The Commit- 
tee takes the term co-ordination as the 
equivalent of planning and arranging for 
the advancement of co-operation on a large 
scale; and understands that it has been 
instructed to take cognizance of and to 
report upon whatever in its opinion will 
tend or is tending either to promote or 
to impede systematic co-operation. 

So wide a field as this, the Committee 
has not, for the present, attempted to 
cover; but the following is submitted as 
in some sense a preliminary report: 

Conditions in different countries vary 
so greatly that what is done in one may 
prove actually misleading if accepted as 
a criterion for another; yet as a matter 
of record, and for the sake of comparison, 
which is always helpful, mention should 
here be made of the far-reaching plans 
that center in the Institut international 
de bibliographie in Brussels. These are 



so familiar to members of the American 
library association that the mere mention 
of them will suffice. Those activities which 
bear more particularly on co-ordination, 
viz: — the Bibliographic bureau, with its 
universal catalog, and suggestions looking 
towards "organization of all the libraries 
of a country, with the national library as 
the head or heart of the system in which 
the books circulate and are exchanged, 
with a central office for cataloging, pur- 
chasing, and exchanges." In the same 
document from which these words are 
quoted, it was reported that an arrange- 
ment involving a large measure of co- 
ordination had for some time been in 
operation in Norway. "All libraries sub- 
sidized by the State are considered mem- 
bers of one vast body, the parts of a net- 
work which extends over the whole coun- 
try and through which the books circu- 
late" (Analytical account of the Interna- 
tional Conference of bibliography and 
documentation, Brussels, July 10 and 11, 
1908, page 8). Of the practical expediency 
for American libraries of certain features 
(notably the suggestion of centralization 
of purchase) embodied in the foregoing 
plans, the Committee is by no means sure. 
But the plans are worthy of study, and 
certainly, of record. The project, too, for 
co-ordinating the free public libraries in 
greater London, though it seems as yet 
to have taken no definite form, cannot be 
ignored in a report like the present. In 
the United States, the county libraries, 
which constitute a prominent advance in 
co-ordination, seem capable of large de- 
velopment in certain directions that have 
just been indicated. 

The Committee has discussed two plana 
somewhat similar in purpose to the vari- 
ous movements above referred to, though 
modified to suit changed conditions. Both 
plans have already been before the Ameri- 
can library association. They are (a) A 
central lending library and bureau of in- 
formation, discussed by the College and 
Reference Section at the Bretton Woods 
Conference, (b) Regional or reservoir li- 
braries, considered by a general meeting 
of the Association at the same time. 
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Libraries in America are undoubtedly 
developing a feeling of interdependence 
and a sense of the advantages to be de- 
rived from increased co-operation. The 
national library and other important li- 
braries are steadily extending more and 
greater privileges to sister institutions less 
fortunate than themselves, and are placing 
their resources more and more completely 
at the disposal of others. The service of 
a Bureau of bibliographic information for 
the country as a whole, undertaken several 
years ago by the national library, is be- 
ing rapidly developed; and within the past 
few months, the same library has issued 
a tentative statement of the conditions 
under which it will print copy furnished 
by libraries outside the District of Colum- 
bia. The Library of Harvard University 
contemplates reprinting, on cards of stan- 
dard size, its entire catalog, excepting 
titles already included in the stock of the 
Library of Congress and of the John 
Crerar library; and is considering means 
to enable other libraries to purchase copies 
of such cards. 

Finally, a matter that tends to impede 
co-operation in inter-library loans is cost 
of carriage. The question of a library 
post is, of course, sourrounded with diffi- 
culties, and perhaps ought not to be in- 
troduced here. Nevertheless, whatever 
may be done in any way to lessen the ex- 
pense of sending books back and forth 
will assuredly promote co-operation. 

The Committee now begs to submit for 
discussion the following questions, which 
do not arise immediately from the subject 
matter of this report, although they are 
strictly relevant to it. They are put in the 
form of resolutions, but the Committee 
wishes neither to advocate nor to impugn 
them. 

That certain libraries, which are now 
lending, or are willing to lend to others, 
adopt uniform rules for lending, with the 
right to exceed these rules in generosity 
when such action seems desirable to the 
lenders; and that the rules thus adopted 
be printed and circulated with the addi- 
tion of the names of the libraries that 
have adopted them. In connection with 
the foregoing the question arises, whether 
in view of the growth of inter-library 



loans, libraries co-operating in such work 
would favor charging a small fee to cover 
the labor involved. 

That an effort be made to develop a 
system of inter-library readers' cards, 
which cards will be good between speci- 
fied libraries. 

C. H. GOULD, 
Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT: Is there any dis- 
cussion? If not, and no objection, the 
report will be accepted. 

The next report, which comes last in 
order, is that of the Committee on the 
Brussels Congress, of which I happen to 
be Chairman, if I may offer it from the 
chair. There are no recommendations, 
and if there is no objection to the ac- 
ceptance of this report, it will be ac- 
cepted. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE 
BRUSSELS CONGRESSES 

The special committee on the Brussels 
congresses, consisting of N. D. C. Hodges 
and E. C. Richardson, has sent to the Sec- 
retary of the Brussels library congress 
the following reports on American prac- 
tice: 

"Government publications" by Miss 
Adelaide Hasse. 

"Library appointments and pensions" 
by Mr. Geo. P. Bowerman. 

"Cataloging" by J. C. M. Hanson. 

"Education of library assistants" by 
J I. Wyer, Jr. 

"Copyrights" by Thorvald Solberg. 

"International exchanges" by Paul 
Brockett. 

"Work with the blind" by Mrs. Emma 
R. Nelsser Delfino. 

Besides these it is likely that a repre- 
sentative of the A. L. A. will give an 
illustrated lecture on American libraries. 

The Travel committee reports that at 
the date of this report about forty persons 
are proposing to attend these congresses. 
Respectfully submitted, 

N. D. C. HODGES, Chairman. 

E. C. RICHARDSON. 

Secretary Hadley then read the follow- 
ing report, adopted by a rising vote: 
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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
ON RESOLUTIONS 

The Association has to record three 
very serious losses from its membership, 
in the death of Dr. James H. Canfield, 
librarian of Columbia university, March 
29, 1909, of Miss Alice B. Kroeger, libra- 
rian of Drexel institute and director of its 
library school, October 31, 1909, and of 
Miss Mary E. Sargent, librarian of the 
Medford public library, on December 20, 
1909. 

Dr. James Hulnie Canfield was graduated 
from Williams college in 1868. After the 
trial of various lines of work, he became 
definitely an educator and rose to the 
presidency of the University of Nebraska, 
and then to that of the University of Ohio. 
He entered the field of the library soon 
after the completion of the new library 
of Columbia university, in 1899, assuming 
the librarianship of the University, an 
office which he held until his death. 

He retained always his position and 
rank among educators and was in demand 
all over the country as a speaker on sub- 
jects of educational and civic importance. 
His interest in the library arose from his 
belief in it as a factor in education and 
culture, and with this point of view he 
was always ready in its service, as in the 
service of all humanitarian and civilizing 
movements. Indeed, his premature break- 
down (for he was only 62 years of age at 
his death) was perhaps owing to the con- 
stant drain on his vitality made by travel- 
ing and speaking in all good causes. 
Author of several books on education, and 
member of many learned societies, he was 
quite without affectation, and as glad to 
assist the individual or the humble cause 
as to figure in more prominent works or 
on occasions of greater dignity. His in- 
terest in the affairs of the Association 
was keen, and his services to it out of 
all proportion to the length of his member- 
ship. Genial and quick of wit, he was 
popular with all classes of persons, and 
especially endeared to those who served 
under him. The cause of education, in- 
cluding that of libraries, has lost severely 
by his death. 



Miss Kroeger's connection with the pro- 
fession dates from the year 1883, when 
she became an assistant in the St. Louis 
public library, then the Public school li- 
brary. Inspired with a desire for further 
knowledge — always an Impelling conside- 
ration with her — she attended the New 
York state library school, from which she 
graduated in two years. Immediately 
after, in 1891, she was called to Drexel 
institute to organize a library school, and 
as librarian and director she remained 
there until her death. Miss Kroeger was 
essentially a worker, inheriting from the 
German side of her ancestry the passion 
for thoroughness and accuracy character- 
istic of that race. 

For a number of years she was appointed 
on committees of this Association, being 
elected also to its Council. Wherever she 
was appointed to serve, she served, with 
all her ability and all her interest. Her 
contributions to the cause of good catalog- 
ing were most valuable, and in the prep- 
aration of her "Guide to reference books" 
and "Aids in book selection" she made 
the librarian of every town and village 
and every library school student her 
debtor. 

To all appearances, she had many years 
of usefulness before her, which deepens 
the tragedy of her unexpected death. 

Miss Sargent had been a member of the 
Association from its first year, and a li- 
brarian for four years preceding that date. 
For the Medford library, which she con- 
ducted from 1891 to within a year of her 
death, she made a reputation of liberality 
of management, good book selection, and 
good administration. 

In 1904 she conducted the Maine summer 
library school. She was in sympathy with 
all that was progressive in the library 
movement, at the same time representing 
in her own personality the charm of cul- 
ture and of the ideals that are sometimes 
erroneously called old-fashioned — errone- 
ously, for they are never out of date, but 
ere the best ideals of all periods. Her 
interests were by no means confined to 
her profession. She was a member of 
various clubs and societies, and the first 
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American whose work in design was pub- 
lished in the "London art journal." She 
edited and supplemented her brother's 
compilation, "Reading for the young," and 
contributed papers to several professional 
periodicals. During the last year of her 
life, in spite of illness and suffering, her 
thoughts were especially busy with plans 
for a recreation center for the boys of 
Medford, a class of the community with 
which she was always in strong sympathy. 
Frequently in attendance on library 
meetings, national and local, she had made 
many friends among her colleagues; and 
perhaps there was no one in the Associa- 
tion to whom the rising generation of 
women-librarians could better be pointed 
as a model of what the town-librarian 
should be. 

MARY W. PLUMMER, 
WILLIAM C. LANE, 
CLEMENT W. ANDREWS. 

The PRESIDENT: We will now pass 
to the regular business of the session. 

Mr. HILL: Mr. President, before start- 
ing in with the regular program, there is a 
small matter I would like, with your per- 
mission, to bring to the attention of the 
Association, and it will take but a mo- 
ment. The good news comes to us that 
the condition of Mr. Crunden, of St. Louis, 
is very much improved. I am sure that 
he would be very glad to hear from us 
while we are in session, and I move that 
the following telegram, which I shall ask 
the Secretary to read, be sent to him 
during the day. 

Secretary HADLEY then read: 

"Frederick M. Crunden, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
The American library association, at its 
thirty-second conference, Mackinac Island, 
1910, sends greetings and best wishes to 
one who has done so much to make the 
Association a power and influence in the 
educational world." 

Mr. GOULD: Mr. President, I am sure 
that there are great many people in this 
room who would like the privilege of 
seconding this motion of Mr. Hill, and I 
have been selfish enough to get up as 



quickly as I could, to seize the first op- 
portunity of doing it. It is a very great 
pleasure to me to second it, and I am sure 
we are all delighted to learn that it is to 
be sent. 

The motion was unanimously adopted 
by a rising vote. 

The PRESIDENT: We will now pro- 
ceed to the regular program, and I will 
ask Miss Tyler, the second Vice-president, 
to take the chair. 

The PRESIDENT (Miss Tyler in the 
chair) : I feel that the members are so 
appreciative that I cannot please you bet- 
ter than to proceed at once with the next 
number on the program. I will present to 
the Association for the next paper, Mr. 
HARWOOD FROST, Secretary of the En- 
gineering news publishing company, who 
will speak to us on 

THE SELECTION OF TECHNICAL 
BOOKS AND PERIODICALS 

The difficulties and disappointments in- 
cident to a selection of technical literature 
can, to a great extent, be overcome by a 
knowledge of some of the points which 
involve, in the case of books, some con- 
sideration of the vast quantity and the 
many varieties from which to select, and 
the means of selection, and also some 
consideration of the book itself, its make- 
up and character, the author and the pub- 
lisher and the opinions of others in regard 
to it. 

The subject of periodicals is quite dif- 
ferent, and reduces itself essentially to 
the question of what kind of material the 
readers need, and what periodicals will 
give them the greatest amount of such 
information. 

There is a wide range of selection in 
books open to librarians. Some technical 
books are good literature but bad engineer- 
ing practice, while others are good practice 
but poor literature. Ninety-nine per cent 
of them probably consist of compilations 
of material from various more or less 
authentic sources, as it is very seldom 
that an entire technical book is the ori- 
ginal production of one man. 
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The PRESIDENT: II there Is no objec- 
tion this report 'will be referred to the 
Finance committee In regular course. 

The PRESIDENT: Is Mr. Craver in the 
room? The next report to be considered Is 
that of the Committee on library adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. CRAVER: That report also, being 
so fortunate as to be printed, I shall not 
read it, with your permission. In the re- 
port we have tried to lay out a plan, a 
small questionaire, which will be a source 
of some information to future committees. 
The report is in print, and I submit it at 
this time. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION 

The Committee on library administra- 
tion has had an unfortunate experience 
during the past year in that its member- 
ship has suffered several changes. Miss 
Bacon was unable to serve and was suc- 
ceeded as Chairman by Mr. Wellman, Miss 
McCollough being appointed to complete 
the Committee. In January Mr. Well- 
man's resignation was presented, and Mr. 
Craver was appointed in his stead. This 
changing personnel has prevented any con- 
tinuous line of action being carried out, 
and the present Committee found itself in 
the position of being required to do such 
work as could be done in a very brief time. 

A serious handicap from the point of 
view of the members of the Committee, is 
a point which should be one of satisfaction 
to the members of the Association. The 
returns from the searching schedule of 
questions submitted at the Asheville Con- 
ference have all been analyzed and pre- 
sented to you. This has formed the work 
of the last two Committees and has given 
every member of the Association some val- 
uable information. Your present Commit- 
tee had hoped that it might be able to sup- 
plement the past work by further investi- 
gation along the same lines, but the time 
available has not been sufficient. It is 
therefore compelled to present only some 
general observations. 

The work of recent Committees has cov- 



ered very fully much of the work of a li- 
brary and in careful detail, so much, in 
fact, that untouched subjects worthy of 
general notice are scarce. The leading 
questions of routine have been included, 
book purchase, preparation of books for 
use, lending to readers, reports, stocktak- 
ing, etc. 

The leading administrative problem 
which has not been investigated is that 
of the staff. The questions here increase 
in number and difficulty directly as the 
size of the library, but no library fails to 
have some troublesome points. While lo- 
cal conditions must always have much 
effect, some systematized statement of 
current practice might be of value. 

Among points which might be discussed 
are the question of grading the staff, the 
amounts of vacation and sick leaves, pro- 
motions, etc. The advisability of the vol- 
untary co-operative aid associations In 
large libraries might be worth investiga- 
tion. 

Your Committee submits the following 
suggested questionaire as a possible means 
of obtaining information on some of these 
points. It would be necessary to classify 
the answers according to the size of the 
libraries: 

Name and location of library? 

Number of volumes in library (date) ? 

Total accessions during past year? 

Total income for past year? 

Total expenditures during past year? 

Total expenditures for books, binding, 
periodicals, etc., during past year? 

Total expenditures for salaries during 
past year? 

Total expenditures for other purposes 
during past year? 

Have you a graded and non-graded ser- 
vice? 

What is included in each? 

Give requirements and range of salaries 
in each grade. 

Do you have grade examinations? 

If not, on what are promotions based? 

What qualifications do you require of 
your assistants? 

How many library school graduates have 
you on your staff? 
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Name the schools represented and the 
departments they are serving. 

How many college graduates have you 
on your staff and what departments are 
they in? 

How are appointments made? 

To whom are your assistants respon- 
sible? 

How are removals made? 

If your service is ungraded, how are sal- 
aries fixed? 

On , 1910, what were the salaries 

of: 

Librarian? 

Assistant Librarian? 

Senior and junior assistants in Catalog 
department? 

Reference department? 

Circulating department? 

Children's department? 

Order department? 

Binding department? 

Branches? 

How much do you pay substitutes by the 
hour? Day? Month? 

How many hours per week do your as- 
sistants work? 

Do you require Sunday work of your 
regular assistants? 

Do you pay extra for Sunday work? 

What provision do you make for legal 
holidays? 

What are your arrangements in regard 
to sick leave? 

State length of vacation in terms of 
number of working days granted? 

Do you have staff meetings? How often? 

Is attendance obligatory? 

Is the time for the staff meetings in- 
cluded in the regular hours of assistants, 
or must they give extra time? 

Do your annual reports give personal 
credit to staff members for work done? 
Why? 

Do you have an apprentice course? 

What Qualifications do you require for 
entrance? 

How long is the course? 

How much formal instruction do you 
give? 

How much practical work do you re- 
quire? 



If the apprentice course is successfully 
finished does the library guarantee a po- 
sition? Why? 

If the schedule of questions is approved 
by the Association and the Committee to 
be appointed for the ensuing year, they 
may be sent to the list of libraries which 
received the former questions and the 
answers may be classified as before. 
HARRISON W. CRAVER, 

Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT: If there is no ob- 
jection this report will be accepted. The 
next business will be the report of the 
Council, which I will ask the Secretary to 
read. 

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 

Three meetings of Council of the A. L. 
A. have been held during this annual con- 
ference. A number of communications 
and questions have been considered, some 
of which were of prime importance. 

Prom the North Carolina library com- 
mission came a communication urging the 
Council to help secure lower postage rates 
on commission publications. The Commit- 
tee on federal relations will take up this 
question, and it was proposed that librar- 
ians confer with their Congressmen in 
regard to the importance of these lower 
postage rates. 

Much interest was shown by Council 
in the report submitted by Miss Alice 
S. Tyler on the Affiliation of the A. L. A. 
with state library associations. Miss Ty- 
ler has secured opinions as to the relation 
of the national and state associations from 
many officers of state associations. 

Among the suggestions made in Coun- 
cil was that state associations which paid 
an annual membership due in the A. L. A., 
should have the privilege of appointing a 
delegate to attend the A. L. A. Conference 
with permission to attend the Council 
meetings. 

Other suggestions were made, and the 
question was deemed of so much impor- 
tance that it was voted to continue the 
Committee on affiliation, which was in- 
structed to recommend definite suggestions 
at the midwinter meeting of the Council. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
DOCUMENTS* 

Your Committee has delayed the draw- 
ing up of this report until the last moment, 
in order that it might have the benefit of 
certain documents and papers in connec- 
tion with the Printing investigation com- 
mission (which were only received at 
Mackinac a day or so ago) and to get the 
view of the varied library interests con- 
cerned, for which purpose several round 
table discussions were held in the last few 
days. 

In reviewing the work of the year, be- 
fore taking up the report of the Printing 
investigation commission, your Committee 
wishes to commend the adoption of buck- 
ram by the Government printing office for 
binding public documents. Your Commit- 
tee also commends, as indicative of the 
growing interest and importance of pub- 
lic documents, the publication of Miss 
Everhart's "Handbook of United States 
public documents." 

Since the last meeting of the Associa- 
tion, Kentucky and Delaware have been 
issued in the monumental index of "Eco- 
nomic material in the documents of the 
states of the United States," compiled and 
edited by Miss Hasse. Your Committee 
desires again to express its thanks and 
appreciation to the Carnegie Institution 
of Washington for the publication of this 
and similar works. 

Your Committee also notes with pleas- 
ure the publication by the Library of Con- 
gress of a monthly list of state publica- 
tions, and most heartily approves of the 
same. The gap which exists in the index 
of public documents, 1905 to 1909, inclu- 
sive, will be bridged, we understand, by 
the Library of Congress. 

Superintendent of documents Donath, in 
a long letter to the Committee, reviewed 
the work of his department for the year, 
and we approve his plan of issuing United 



* A synopsis of the report from the Com- 
mittee on Public Documents was given at 
the third general session of the conference, 
The written report was not submitted 
until after the conference. (Ed.) 



States documents in one edition only — 
one edition for one book. 

A class of public documents to which 
libraries give little attention is that of 
municipal publications, the importance of 
which is beginning to be recognized, how- 
ever, by a number of libraries. Your Com- 
mittee believes that the first requisite for 
satisfactory work with municipal docu- 
ments in libraries is the centralization in 
each city of the distribution of all such 
documents issued by each city, and we 
endorse this idea as recommended by 
President Heinemann to the League of 
American Municipalities. 

A great deal of the Committee's time 
was given to a consideration of the pre- 
liminary report of the Printing investiga- 
tion commission. We believe that this 
Commission is in error in putting the 
onus of the present bad state of affairs 
in the case of government publications, on 
libraries, when, as a matter of fact, it 
should be placed on the government meth- 
ods of printing and distribution. There 
has been, however, we regret to say, jus- 
tification for some of this criticism on ac- 
count of the laxness and indifference of 
certain librarians in replying to the re- 
quests for information sent out by the 
Commission. 

It seemed to be the consensus of opin- 
ion of those present at the various round 
tables, which included the librarians of a 
number of the larger state libraries, that 
the continuation of serial numbers should 
be restored, and that the Government 
printing office should adopt a uniform title- 
page for all serial publications. 

Your Committee feels very strongly that 
certain classes of depository libraries 
should be made permanent, and that the 
regular receipt of documents from the 
United States government by large, well 
established, and well organized libraries, 
should not depend upon the mere whim of 
members of Congress. We protest most 
strongly against the proposal of the Print- 
ing investigation commission to discon- 
tinue the sending of the Patent office 
gazette to such libraries. 

Your Committee believes that duplicates 
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of some documents are absolutely neces- 
sary for good work In certain classes of 
libraries, as, for example, some of our 
university libraries, and some of the pub- 
lic libraries, having large branches, in our 
largest cities; and, therefore, that the pro- 
posal of the Commission to cut out dupli- 
cates indiscriminately is most unwise. 

While it is true that a large number of 
depository libraries in the country are not 
able to take adequate care of public docu- 
ments, the sins of omission of these should 
not be visited upon the larger libraries 
which are caring for them properly, and 
where they are extensively used. For this 
reason we urge most strongly that the 
Association place itself on record as favor- 
ing the privilege of selection of the docu- 
ments desired on the part of a large pro- 
portion of institutional and public librar- 
ies: in other words, that libraries which 
can use some of the documents be able 
to select those which they can use, and 
not be obliged to take everything sent out 
by the Government printing office, as the 
present law requires. 



In order to insure a proper administra- 
tion and care of depository libraries we be- 
lieve that the government in establishing 
such depository libraries should also es- 
tablish a system of inspection, and we 
heartily recommend the endorsement of 
such inspection on the part of this Asso- 
ciation. 

The whole matter of the Printing inves- 
tigation commission report is of such great 
importance to the larger libraries of the 
country that we believe that final action on 
this matter should not be taken at this 
time, owing to the fact that additional in- 
formation and light is likely to be brought 
to bear on this subject during the next 
few months. We, therefore, recommend 
that the consideration and the determina- 
tion of the policy of the Association with 
reference to the Printing investigation 
commission report in general and in par- 
ticular be referred to the Council, with 
power to act. 

GEORGE S. GODARD, 

Chairman. 
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FIRST SESSION 

Saturday, July 2, 2 p. m., in the Grand 
Hotel 

In the absence of the Chairman and the 
Secretary, C. B. Roden called the meeting 
to order, and, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sided as temporary Chairman. A. G. S. 
Josephson acted as temporary Secretary. 
The following communication from the 
Chairman, Miss Margaret Mann, and the 
Secretary, Miss Sophie K. Hiss, both un- 
able to attend the conference, was read: 

24 June, 1910. 
Mr. Chalmers Hadley, Secretary A. L. A., 

1 Washington St., Chicago, 111. 
Dear Mr. Hadley: 

I inclose herewith the report of the offi- 
cers of the Catalog section for 1910, and 
regret to say that neither the Chairman 
nor the Secretary find it possible to attend 
the meeting. I think in such a case it 
would be best for you, as Secretary of 



the Association, to open the meeting and 
let the members present elect their own 
Chairman. I have not appointed a Nom- 
inating committee because I think those 
catalogers at the Mackinac meeting would 
prefer to attend to that. 

I hope the report will be read at the 
meeting. 

Yours very truly, 

MARGARET MANN, 
Chairman, Catalog Section, 
A. L. A., 1910 

Report of the Officers 

24 June, 1910. 
To the Members of the Catalog Section of 
the A. L. A. 

It has been the custom of the Catalog 
section to hold two sessions at each meet- 
ing of the A. L. A., one devoted to the 
problems of the small libraries, and the 
other given up to the discussion of sub- 
jects dealing with more advanced methods. 

In order to get at the needs of the small 
libraries, and make the program of the 
Catalog section as helpful as possible, the 
Committee this year sent to each library 



